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Welcome to Breakthroughs in Twice Exceptional Education 2017, an annual, national conference 
devoted to twice-exceptional students. The name Breakthroughs was chosen intentionally – to reflect 
a new wave of 2e practice that intentionally breaks down professional silos and practice to redefine 
education and learning for twice exceptional students. Thus, Breakthroughs brings together clinicians, 
educators, providers, advocates, parents and twice-exceptional individuals to learn from each other 
and to enrich and disseminate practice.

We strongly believe that meaningful innovation is based on deep knowledge and practice in our 
respective areas of expertise. This year, Breakthroughs is co-presented by The 2e Study Center at The 
Quad Preparatory School and The Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students 
(AEGUS). The choice of our annual conference partner, The Cooper Union for the Advancement of 
Science and Art, reflects the importance of community partnership and engagement.

Our conference program showcases the diverse knowledge and experience of our speakers. We invite 
you to stretch your practice and take advantage of the rich variety of expertise across disciplines.

About Association for the Education of Gifted 
Underachieving Students (AEGUS)

AEGUS is a national organization  that advocates for 
and focuses attention on high ability learners whose 
potential may be unrecognized, undeveloped or not 
nurtured. AEGUS recognized these students can be 
found in populations regardless of racial, ethnic, religious 
or socioeconomic backgrounds; and areas of special 
learning, physical or emotional needs. AEGUS raises 
awareness, creates opportunities for exchange of ideas, 
supports the development of programs purposefully 
designed to help underachieving gifted students and 
serves as a clearinghouse for relevant research, existing 
programs, successful strategies and available resources.

About The Quad Preparatory School
The Quad Preparatory School’s mission is to transform 
the lives of twice-exceptional students – gifted children 
with learning differences – by redefining the experience 
of school.  They serve twice-exceptional students in 
grades K-12 in what they describe as an unparalleled 
and personalized model that fully integrates social 
and emotional learning with engaging academics. By 
teaching to the way each individual student learns. The 
Quad Preparatory School empowers students to rise 
to the level of their talents and go on to contribute to 
communities of excellence.

About Cooper Union
Founded by inventor, industrialist and philanthropist Peter 
Cooper in 1859, The Cooper Union for the Advancement 
of Science and Art offers education in art, architecture 
and engineering, as well as courses in the humanities and 
social sciences.

About the 2e Study Center at The Quad
The “professional academic” arm of the Quad Umbrella 
of organizations, the 2e Study Center develops and 
evaluates novel, integrated best practice for 2e students, 
trains 2e educators and clinicians in our 2e Certification 
Program, disseminates 2e practices “everywhere they 
can”, including at the national annual Breakthroughs 
in Twice-Exceptional Conference and partners with 
individuals and organizations who wish to create novel 
2e learning environments.

Lois Baldwin, Ed.D. 
President
Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students (AEGUS)

Kristin Berman, Ph.D. 
Head of School
The Quad Preparatory School, and member of AEGUS Board

Kimberly Busi, M.D.
Founder and Executive Director
The Quad Preparatory School and 2e Study Center at The Quad
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7:45am - 8:15am

Registration

8:15am - 8:30am

Introductions - Rose Auditorium

8:30am - 9:30am

Opening Keynote Address - Rose Auditorium

The Power of Strength-Based, Talent-Focused Education for Twice Exceptional Students 
Susan Baum, Ph.D.

9:30am - 9:45am

Break

9:45am - 11:00am

Breakout Session 1 (75 mins)

Creative Problem Solving for the spatially-talented student - Rose Auditorium

Rachel McAnallen, Ph.D.

Mentalization-Based Treatment: Understanding Misunderstandings with 2E Adolescents - Room 101 
Owen Muir, M.D.                                                                                                 (Clinician Focus)

Treating Anxiety in Children and Adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorders - Room 104

Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D.

Moving from “I Can’t Do This” to “I Can’t Do This Yet” - Room 105

Nancy Tarshis, M.A. CCP-SLP

11:00am - 11:15am

Break

11:15am - 12:30am

Breakout Session 2 (75 mins)

Factors Predicting the Most Promising Outcomes in Autism Spectrum Disorders - Rose Auditorium 
Catherine Lord, Ph.D.

Understanding Your Child: It’s All About Style - Room 104 
Susan Baum, Ph.D.

STEM-to-STEAM: A Project-Based Learning Environment in Design Thinking - Room 101
George Delagrammatikas, Ph.D.

Biomimicry: Engineering Design Inspired by Form and Function of Nature - Room 105
Scott Beall, MA Ed

12:30pm - 1:30pm

Lunch and Networking

1:30pm - 2:45pm

Breakout Session 3 (75 mins)

Girls and Women with Autism Spectrum Disorders - Rose Auditorium

Catherine Lord, Ph.D.

Theater, Audience, and Autism: Decoding and Encoding Nonverbal Information - Room 105

Gail Herman, Ph.D.

Exploration into Project Wild - Room 104

Terry Neu, Ph.D.

Mentalization: How to Understand Misunderstandings with your Kids - Room 101

Owen Muir, M.D.                                         (Educator and Parent Focus)

2:45pm - 3:00pm

Break

3:00pm - 4:15pm

Afternoon Keynote - Rose Auditorium
What if? Using Social Thinking to Teach the Power of Imagination 
Nancy Tarshis, MA CCC-SLP, Noor Al Radi MS CCC-SLP, and Allison Brudner, MS CCC-SLP

4:30pm - 6:00pm

Cocktail Party Open to all Attendees - Room LL101

Wednesday 
March 15, 2017
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7:45am - 8:15am

Registration

8:15am - 8:30am

Introductions - Rose Auditorium

8:30am - 9:30am

Opening Keynote Address - Rose Auditorium

I Won’t Mess With Your Comma If You Don’t Mess With My Decimal Point! 
Rachel McAnallen, Ph.D.

9:30am - 9:45am

Break

9:45am - 11:00am

Breakout Session 4 (75 mins)

Creative and Humorous Ways to Teach Math Without the Use of Worksheets - Rose Auditorium

Rachel McAnallen, Ph.D.

Twice-Exceptinoal: Understanding Needs and Supporting Sucess - Room 101 
Lois Baldwin, Ed.D and Daphne Pereles, MS           (Double Session)

Evidence-Based Treatments for Emotional Dysregulation in the Classroom - Room 104

Vasco Lopes, Psy.D.

Strategy Decelopment and Self-Regulation: A Must for Twice Exceptional Learners - Room 105

Rose Blucher, M.Ed.

11:00am - 11:15am

Break

11:15am - 12:30am

Breakout Session 5 (75 mins)

New Directions in the Science of Understanding and Treating Social Competence in Autisum 
Spectrum Disorders - Rose Auditorium

Matthew Lerner, Ph.D.

Twice-Exceptinoal: Understanding Needs and Supporting Sucess - Room 101 
Lois Baldwin, Ed.D and Daphne Pereles, MS            (Double Session, cont’d)

Medication: How on Earth Do I Decide? - Room 104
Charles Glawe, M.D.

Why Are Reading and Writing So Difficult? Literacy Strategies With Social Cognitive Challenges - 105
Debbie Meringolo, MA, MS

12:30pm - 1:30pm

Lunch and Networking

1:30pm - 2:45pm

Breakout Session 6 (75 mins)

Theater, Audience, and Autism: Decoding and Encoding Nonverbal Information - Rose Auditorium

Gail Herman, Ph.D.

Answers to Questions Teachers Ask About Sensory Regulation - Room 101

Prudence Heisler, OTR/L and Paula McCreedy, OTR/L

The Importance of Coding and Making for Twice Exceptional Students - Room 104

Katharina Boser, Ph.D.

Why is it SO Hard to Understand What I Read? - Considering Literacy Within a Social Cognitive 
Support Model for Children - Room 105
Debbie Meringolo, MA, MS

2:45pm - 3:00pm

Break

3:00pm - 4:15pm

Clsoing Keynote Panel - Rose Auditorium

Looking at the Definition of 2E Through Many Lenses  
Moderated by Lois Baldwin, Ed.D And Daphne Pereles, MS

Thursday 
March 16, 2017
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Opening Keynote Address

The Power of Strength-based, Talent-focused Education for 
Twice Exceptional Students 
For too long students with wonderfully diverse minds are looked at by what they can’t do. As a 
result of this, educational efforts center around fixing what is broken rather than enhancing 
abilities. Learn about what can happen when curriculum, instruction, and learning opportunities 
are informed by celebrating gifts, talents, and interests within a caring environment. 

Susan Baum, Ph.D.

Meet the Experts Roundtable 
Throughout both days of the conference, professionals will be available in Room 106  for 
Informal, personal conversations with parents, teachers and other professionals on all aspects 
of the 2E child, their education and development. You will have a chance to address your 
specific questions, and/or learn where to access resources that can be of assistance.

Breakout Session 1 (75 mins)

Creative Problem Solving for the Spatially-talented Student

Tangrams are probably the least expensive but the most powerful set of manipulatives in the 
math teacher’s geometry toolbox. Beginning with flips, slides, and turns, (reflections, 
translations, and rotations) proceeding through geometric vocabulary, similarity and 
congruence, then concluding with the grand finale of the Pythagorean Theorem, the 
tangrams can be used for teaching geometry at any grade level.  Besides using the tangrams 
for geometry, in depth fractional problem solving at an algebraic level can challenge the most 
mathematically talented student in the classroom. This age old puzzle can bring excitement 
and fun into the math classroom and turn around those students who have been traditionally 
bored with the memorization of geometric terms and vocabulary.

Rachel McAnallen, Ph.D.

Mentalization-Based Treatment: Understanding Misunderstandings with 2E Adolescents 

(For Clinicians) This presentation will introduce those working with 2E students to the concept 
of mentalization. Mentalization is best understood as the ability to hold the mind in mind, 
being curious about what might be going on for both oneself and for others. A evidence based 
psychological treatment developed around this concept for adolescents will be presented, as 
will basic concepts for incorporation into practice. 

Owen Muir, M.D.

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Session Descriptions
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Treating Anxiety in Children and Adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Although there are numerous studies demonstrating successful treatment of anxiety in 
neurotypical populations, less is known about how to assess and treat anxiety in Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This presentation will discuss how anxiety presents within ASD, its 
functional assessment, and its treatment. Interventions discussed will include strategies from 
cognitive behavioral therapy, applied behavior analysis, and positive behavior support. Case 
studies of both individuals with and without intellectual disability will be presented. 

Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D.

Moving from “I Can’t Do This” to “I Can’t Do This Yet”

All children with social learning and other learning challenges confront greater stress than the 
everyday kind we all experience. Teaching better perspective taking, stronger executive 
functioning and self-regulation, as well as better problem solving will help them to be more 
resilient. Learning coping skills and strategies and developing the ability to self-regulate in difficult 
circumstances is the foundation of resilience. Kids with social, learning, and communication 
challenges become so upset when difficulties arise because they fear they cannot solve their 
problems, don’t possess strategies for problem solving, or don’t know they have skills for creating 
solutions. Teaching the upside of stress and underpinnings of growth mindset, while shifting the 
lens from “I can’t do this” to “I can’t do this yet” is the focus of this valuable workshop.

Nancy Tarshis, MA CCC-SLP

 AEGUS is a national organization that advocates for and focuses attention on high 
ability learners whose potential may be unrecognized, undeveloped or not nurtured. AEGUS 
recognizes that these students can be found in populations regardless of racial, ethnic, religious 
or socioeconomic backgrounds; and areas of special learning, physical or emotional needs. 
AEGUS raises awareness, creates opportunities for an exchange of ideas, supports the 
development of programs purposefully designed to help underachieving gifted students and 
serves as a clearinghouse for relevant research, existing programs, successful strategies and 
available resources.

For more information about the organization’s mission, goals or membership, visit
www.aegus1.com
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Understanding Your Child: It’s All About Style 

This session explores personality profiles and aims to help us understand each other by our 
style preferences. We are conditioned to look at the behaviors of 2e youngsters as deficits. If 
we hear of a highly verbal child who is also an energetic, risk taking, multi-tasker, we think AD/
HD. Likewise, Autism Spectrum Disorder comes to mind when kids are upset by lack of 
predictability in their environment and need structure and detailed instructions. Students with 
learning and behavioral issues often manifest these traits, however these same traits when 
found in the general population, often describe personal styles. You will be surprised how the 
differences in style between our children and adults can help to explain the conflicts we 
often encounter. 

Susan Baum, Ph.D.

Biomimicry:  Engineering Design Inspired By Form and Function of Nature 

In this interactive session participants engage in a curricular sequence that introduces middle 
and high school level students to the concepts of Biomimicry as an engineering design 
discipline. The curriculum emphasizes a guided inquiry to compare and contrast a modern 
industrial supply chain with a natural ecosystem using the lens of systems thinking. Students 
make profound discoveries of how the genius of nature has already solved many of the design 
problems engineers have struggled with for decades. For the biomimic, nature’s solutions offer 
pathways to a sustainable future for the human built world. Students examine historical 
contexts for biomimicry, research examples and engage in creative application of biomimicry 
principles.  A full copy of teaching materials and resources are provided. 

Scott Beall, MA Ev

Breakout Session 2 (75 mins)

Factors Predicting the Most Promising Outcomes in Autism Spectrum Disorders

As the number of preschool children identified with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) increases 
each year, so too will the number of children with ASD moving into adolescence. In this 
presentation, Dr. Lord will discuss  predictors of adolescent outcome measured in adaptive 
skills, quality of life, positive affect, behavioral problems and symptoms of anxiety and 
depression. This work represents a shift in emphasis from attention to primarily negative 
outcomes to consideration of coping strategies for individuals and families and their impact on 
well-being and independence.

Catherine Lord, Ph.D.

STEM-to-STEAM: A Project-Based Learning Environment to Design Thinking

Rube Goldberg-inspired machines have long been considered a rich teaching and learning 
tool for K12 students exploring the STEM fields. This session will review teaching strategies and 
assessment outcomes from a Rube Goldberg course taught for the past ten years in an urban, 
commuter summer high school camp. The course intent has been to give students an 
intensive and immersive experience in design thinking, creativity, teamwork, communication, 
prototyping, and experimentation. These machines are as much engineering masterpieces as 
they are works of art since they all have to communicate a theme of social importance using 
metaphor.  We will discuss research findings, draw conclusions and discuss future direction for 
other schools attempting to incorporate this project in their programs.

George Delagrammatikus, Ph.D.
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Breakout Session 3 (75 mins)

Girls and Women with Autism Spectrum Disorders 

As the number of preschool children identified with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) increases 
each year, so too will the number of children with ASD moving into adolescence. In this 
presentation, Dr. Lord will discuss  predictors of adolescent outcome measured in adaptive 
skills, quality of life, positive affect, behavioral problems and symptoms of anxiety and 
depression. This work represents a shift in emphasis from attention to primarily negative 
outcomes to consideration of coping strategies for individuals and families and their impact on 
well-being and independence. 

Catherine Lord, Ph.D.

Mentalization: How to Understand Misunderstandings With Your Kids

(For Educators and Parents) This session will introduce the parents of twice exceptional 
children to the concept of mentalization. Mentalization is best understood as the ability to 
hold the mind in mind, being curious about what might be going on for both oneself and for 
others. In a presentation free of jargon, Owen Muir, M.D. will describe how you can tell when 
your child is mentalizing, what it looks like when that ability falters and which children have 
particular difficulties with this ability--particularly those with autism and emotional difficulties, 
although it applies to all children some of the time. We will review some easy steps to restore 
your child’s ability to be curious.

Owen Muir, M.D.

Exploration into Project WILD 

Project WILD is a wildlife-focused conservation and environmental education program for 
K-12 educators and their students. This session will introduce you to the concepts and 
activities that are available through this curriculum that appreciates wildlife for its intrinsic 
value. It addresses the development of awareness, knowledge, skills, and commitment to our 
understanding of the integral connection between the tiny minnow to the majestic grizzly and 
the need for young people to relate to their connection and responsibility to all life on the 
planet. You will be introduced to helpful information about how to integrate Project WILD 
interactive and hands-on activities into your specific content areas. 

Terry Neu, Ph.D.

Theater, Audience and Autism: Decoding and Encoding Nonverbal Information

Why are theater explorations and activities being promoted more widely for students with 
autism? Several research studies and organizations are experiencing successes while cautiously 
asking for more programs. Sessions were conducted with combined autistic and non-autistic 
students learning with and from each other. This session will be an active session; attendees 
participate in creative explorations to experience nonverbal communication in both the vocal 
and body channels. References to programs will be shared. 

Gail Herman,Ph.D.
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Afternoon Keynote

What If? Using Social Thinking to Teach the Power of Imagination 
Sharing space, tools, and ideas can be a challenge! In the current climate of STEM, STEAM and 
project based learning, how do you get a group of disparate, wild and crazy kids to build, think, 
collaborate and share an imagination? This was the challenge of forming the Imagination 
Foundation’s first ever fully special needs chapter, a “pop-up learning space that fosters creativity, 
entrepreneurship and 21st century skills through creative play.” This presentation will address the 
how and why of creating a chapter and teaching students to build and share their imaginations. 
Through teaching strategies around planning, organizing, rethinking mistakes, reframing 
mindsets, social thinking and just plain fun, we spark the condition of possibility for flexing their 
creative muscles. For 2E students with social-cognitive learning challenges, accessing and 
participating in group learning experiences is a bigger hurdle than the academics. Social thinking 
vocabulary and concepts are one way to overcome this obstacle. Through this fun and enriching 
platform we have found a way to extend the learning of these important social/executive 
function concepts and the skills our students are learning in their therapy sessions.

Nancy Tarshis, MA CCC- SLP, Noor Al Radi MS CCC-SLP, and Allison Brudner MS CCC-SLP

 

After School . Summer Camp . Tutoring Center 

Open House: May 1, 2017 
Time: 6-7:30 PM 
25 Pine Street, 4th FL. New York, NY 10005 

Call: 585-298-7306 
Email: ashley@thequadmanhattan.com 

The Quad Manhattan is an inclusive meeting place for Twice Exceptional 
kids. It is a place where social emotional and executive functioning skills are 
developed through FUN!  Lead by experts in medicine, child psychology 
and gifted special education, the Quad uses kids’ strengths and passions to 
hide skill development in creative and engaging afterschool classes and 
activities during our summer camp. 

 



9

Thursday, March 16, 2017

Morning Keynote

I Won’t Mess With Your Comma If You Don’t Mess With My Decimal Point! 
Rachael Ray finds inspiration in cooking her family and her dog. Punctuation saves lives. Rachael 
Ray finds inspiration in cooking, her family, and her dog. Once the author of a sentence places 
the punctuation, the reader respects the author’s wishes and would never think of changing it. 
The same is not true for the decimal point. It is my belief that the majority of math anxiety is 
caused by the classroom teacher constantly moving the decimal around in a number in order to 
teach procedural (the how) mathematics instead of conceptual (the why) mathematics. This 
keynote humorously points out why the teaching of mathematics in the United States is at its 
lowest. Whether you love or hate math, just come prepared to laugh.

Rachel McAnallen Ph.D.

Breakout Session 4 (75 mins)

Creative and Humorous Ways to Teach Math Without the Use of Worksheets

This workshop is designed to use place value as a tool to understand the four basic arithmetic 
operations and the conceptual algebraic thinking that underlies the operations. Using a 
monetary approach and calling numbers by their correct place value names, the participants 
will find many creative and humorous ways to teach the basic math concepts. Developmental 
theory, multiple intelligences and different learning styles will be emphasized which should 
enable teachers to help all students, including those who are dyslexic and math anxious, and 
to understand math concepts from the concrete stages to the abstract. The final outcome of 
the workshop is to understand that arithmetic is answering the question whereas mathematics 
is questioning the answer. Participants should come prepared to laugh and play with math.

Rachel McAnallen, Ph.D.

Twice-Exceptional: Understanding Needs and Supporting Success 

(Double Session) Through a case study approach, this double session will explore the unique 
characteristics and learning needs (strengths and challenges) of twice exceptional learners. 
The development of a comprehensive plan, including specific approaches to support the 
success of these students will be developed. This will include ideas for collaborative 
approaches among professionals and families. Please plan on attending both parts of this session.

Daphne Pereles M.S., Lois Baldwin, Ph.D.

Evidence-Based Treatments for Emotional Dysregulation in the Classroom 

This topic will cover understanding why children have difficulty with emotional reactivity and 
dysregulation, why emotional dysregulation persists or worsens in children, and how schools can 
promote emotional regulation in the classroom.

Vasco Lopes, Psy.D.

Strategy Development and Self Regulation: A Must for Twice Exceptional Learners

How can a gifted student who is reading and writing several grades below expectancy perform 
in an accelerated learning environment? They do it daily by using highly effective self-
regulating and compensatory strategies! Through a variety of activities you will learn a 
strength-based process with practical strategies to assist twice exceptional students in their 
academic pursuits. Participants will take home a packet of ideas to support students in 
reaching their academic potential and fulfilling their social/emotional needs.

Rose Blucher, M.Ed.
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Breakout Session 5 (75 minutes)

New Directions in the Science of Understanding and Treating Social 
Competence in Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Dr. Lerner will provide a brief history and overview of interventions designed to address social 
challenges among school-age and teenage youth with ASD. He will leverage the concept of 
“therapeutic mechanisms” to identify subtle but crucial differences in various approaches, and 
use these differences as a way to understand what types of treatments might work best for 
which individuals. Finally, he will introduce practical activities and skills for parents and 
practitioners, and knit these insights together via the presentation of research from the Social 
Competence and Treatment Lab, which aims to advance evidence-based understanding and 
treatment of social challenges in ASD.

Matthew Lerner, Ph.D.

Twice-Exceptional: Understanding Needs and Supporting Success 

(Double Session) Through a case study approach, this double session will explore the unique 
characteristics and learning needs (strengths and challenges) of twice exceptional learners. 
The development of a comprehensive plan, including specific approaches to support the 
success of these students will be developed. This will include ideas for collaborative 
approaches among professionals and families. Please plan on attending both parts of this session.

Daphne Pereles M.S., Lois Baldwin, Ph.D.

Medication:  How on Earth Do I Decide?

Parents are faced with a mountain of information and misinformation about psychiatric 
medicines for children and adolescents. This workshop will give parents the facts about how 
medicines work and the tools they need to make this important decision. While designed for 
parents, this workshop will also meet the needs of educators and clinicians. 

Charles J. Glawe, M.D.

Why Are Reading and Writing So Difficult? Literacy Strategies with Social 
Cognitive Challenges 

(On children grades K-3) Why is it so difficult for students with social cognitive challenges to 
understand what they read? Or comprehend stories that are read to them? Why is writing so 
others can appreciate their point of view such a struggle? The competencies associated with 
making meaning of stories you listen to or read yourself, and writing a story so others can grasp 
how you think, are the same skills that impact our students social learning process. Just as we 
advocate for a strategy-based approach for teaching social information to students, we must also 
advance strategy based methodologies for teaching listening and reading comprehension as well 
as writing skills, to these same students. The session will address current research on this topic 
and strategies that should be taught to support student growth in literacy development. 

Debbie Meringolo, MA, MS
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EDUCATING TWICE EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS IN GRADES K-12

25 PINE STREET 4th FLOOR NEW YORK NY  10005   646-649-3913

www.quadprep.org 
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Breakout Session 6 (75 mins)

Theater, Audience and Autism: Decoding and Encoding Nonverbal Information

Why are theater explorations and activities being promoted more widely for students with 
autism?  Several research studies and organizations are experiencing successes while 
cautiously asking for more programs. Sessions were conducted with combined autistic and 
non-autistic students learning with and from each other. This session will be an active session; 
attendees participate in creative explorations to experience nonverbal communication in both 
the vocal and body channels. References to programs will be shared. 

Gail Herman,Ph.D..

Answers to Questions Teachers Ask About Sensory Regulation 

The audience will review the development of sensory processing functions. The presentation 
will cover the 3 profiles of sensory processing that present learning problems in the classroom. 
Finally, the session will provide the audience with teaching strategies used to address children’s 
sensory processing challenges.

Prudence Heisler, OTR/L and Paula McCreedy, OTR/L

The Importance of Coding and Making for Twice Exceptional Students 

Learn about the latest programs and technologies that will allow students to learn about 
visualization, 3D design, and programming at their level and pace. In addition to tutorials and 
projects, you will learn and receive a demonstration of some free 3D design programs  
(e.g.,Google SketchUp and Autodesk’s Project Ignite, Tinkercad & 123D Design). These 
programs allow you to work with 3D printers so you can design in three dimensions. Dr. Boser 
will discuss the benefits of teaching young kids about programming and the Maker Movement. 
Particularly when students struggle in the language and verbal domains, their visualization and 
non-verbal logic and math skills may be an area of strength. You will learn about Raspberry Pi 
MicroComputers, Kano, Scratch, MIT App Inventor, Python, Microsoft’s Touchdevelop, Apple’s 
Swift Playgrounds, the Lego First program, Lego Mindstorms EV3/NXT, as well as resources 
and examples highlighted on http://code.org, Google’s CS First initiative. Dr. Boser will describe 
the benefits and drawbacks for 2e kids of tech and cyber challenge programs such as the Lego 
Competitions, Destination Imagination, Future Cities, and the West Point Bridge Challenge. 
Finally, you will learn about other programs to watch out for which involve problem solving, 
computational thinking, early programming and coding skills, and design and tinkering.

Katharina Boser, Ph.D.

Why is it SO Hard to Understand What I Read? – Considering Literacy Within a 
Social Cognitive Support Model for Children  

(On children grades 3 and up) Why is it so difficult for students with social cognitive challenges to 
understand what they read? Or comprehend stories that are read to them? Why is writing so 
others can appreciate their point of view such a struggle? The competencies associated with 
making meaning of stories you listen to or read yourself, and writing a story so others can grasp 
how you think, are the same skills that impact our students social learning process. Just as we 
advocate for a strategy-based approach for teaching social information to students, we must also 
advance strategy based methodologies for teaching listening and reading comprehension as well 
as writing skills, to these same students. The session will address current research on this topic 
and strategies that should be taught to support student growth in literacy development.

Debbie Meringolo, MA, MS
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Closing Keynote Panel

Looking at The Definition of 2e Through Many Lenses
Our closing session will present a panel discussion of the working definition of 2e as it was 
created by a special interest group of professionals several years ago. The panel will include a 
clinician, educator, parent, and 2e person who will respond to the definition from their 
perspectives and experiences. Questions will be posed to the panel by the moderators, and then 
the session will be open to questions from the audience.     

Moderated by Lois Baldwin, Ed.D. and Daphne Pereles, MS

 

    

Please visit The Quad Prep 
website for tickets! 

	

Please visit 
www.quadprep.org 
for tickets 
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Susan Baum, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, The College of New Rochelle
Susan Baum, Ph.D. is co-director of the International Center for Talent 
Development and Director of the National Institute for 2E Research and 
Development at Bridges Academy. An international consultant, Susan 
is published in a multitude of books, chapters, and articles in the areas 
of twice-exceptional students, primary-aged gifted students, social and 
emotional factors affecting gifted students, and multiple intelligences. She 
served on the Board of Directors of the National Association for Gifted 
Children and is past president and co-founder of AEGUS.

Noor Al Radi, M.S. CCC-SLP
Speech & Language Pathologist, Montefiore Medical Center
Noor Al Radi received her MS in Speech and Language Pathology at 
Teachers College, Columbia University and practices at the Children’s 
Evaluation and Rehabilitation Center in the Bronx. In that capacity she 
treats patients, supervises graduate students, lectures to professionals and 
organizes parent-workshops. She co-directs the Imagination project and 
the Parents on Parenting project.

Nancy Tarshis, M.A. CCC-SLP
Director, Speech and Language Services at Children’s Evaluation and 
Rehabilitation Center, Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Nancy Tarshis is a Speech and Language Pathologist with extensive 
background in diagnosis and treatment using a variety of methodologies 
including Social Thinking. She teaches graduate students, supervises eight 
SLP’s at Children’s Evaluation and Rehabilitation Center, is an author/member 
of Social Thinking Speaker’s Collaborative and co-directs a social- cognitive 
practice in NYC. She is also on the advisory board of the Quad Prep and 
provides monthly training and professional development for the staff.
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Rachel McAnallen, Ph.D.
Known simply as Ms. Math to children across the country, Rachel McAnallen 
has devoted her life to sharing the joy and beauty of mathematics with 
learners of all ages. A professional educator for 59 years, she travels the 
globe teaching her subject at every grade level. Rachel has served as a 
department chair, a school board member, and a high school administrator. 
Her passions are for teaching, birds, and mathematical modular origami. A 
life-long learner, Rachel approaches the world around her with a boundless 
curiosity and a playful sense of humor that is reflected in her teaching style. 
She believes that mathematics is a language to be spoken, a music to be 
heard, an art to be seen, and a dance to be performed.

Allison Brudner, M.A. CCC-SLP
Speech & Language Pathologist, Montefiore Medical Center
Allison Brudner is a speech-language pathologist at the Children’s 
Evaluation and Rehabilitation Center in the Bronx. In that capacity she 
treats patients, supervises graduate students and lectures to parents and 
other professionals. Allie received her MS in Communicative Sciences and 
Disorders from New York University. She co-directs the Imagination project 
and the Parents on Parenting project.

Catherine Lord, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology in Psychiatry and Proessor of Psychology in 
Pediatrics, Weill Cornell Medical College 
Director, The Center for Autism and the Developing Brain
Catherine Lord, Ph.D., is a licensed clinical psychologist with specialties 
in diagnosis, social and communication development and intervention 
in ASD. She is renowned for her work in longitudinal studies of children 
with autism as well as for her role in developing the autism diagnostic 
instruments used in both practice and in research worldwide today. She 
has also been involved in the development of standardized diagnostic 
instruments for ASD with colleagues from the UK and the US, now 
considered the gold standard for global research diagnoses. Dr. Lord 
completed degrees in psychology at UCLA and Harvard. Her work at the 
Center for Autism and the Developing Brain involves continued research 
in early diagnosis of children with autism, and regression in children with 
autism and clinical evaluations and diagnoses of children and adults who 
may have autism. and co-directs a social- cognitive practice in NYC. She is 
also on the advisory board of the Quad Prep and provides monthly training 
and professional development for the staff.
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Breakout Speakers

Lois Baldwin, Ed.D.
President and Co-Founder AEGUS
Lois Baldwin was a supervisor and Principal of Special Education for the Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services of Southern Westchester in White Plains, New 
York. She directed, supervised, and provided comprehensive educational and support 
services for students in grades 1-12 who have average or above average/gifted 
intelligence and are learning disabled and/or emotionally disturbed. In addition, she 
supervised a wide variety of special education services, coordinated staff development 
for the Special Services Center, and coordinated mainstream efforts with public school 
administrators and staff. Lois received her doctorate in gifted, special education, and 
educational administration from Teachers College at Columbia University. She is a 
member of NAGC, AGATE, CEC, and ASCD. She currently consults nationally. 

Rose Blucher, M.Ed.

Founding Coordinator, Countywide Services for Twice Exceptional 
Children, Prince George’s County, Maryland and  Member, Maryland State 
Advisory Council for Gifted Education
Rose Blucher is a special education instructional specialist for gifted/ LD students and 
private educational consultant. In her role as the first instructional specialist for GT/LD 
Students, she supports students, parents and educators with identification procedures, 
program implementation and professional development trainings. For nearly 20 years, 
she has trained thousands of future 2e educators.  Rose developed the county’s 
first high school program for GT/LD students in 1988 and later replicated the model 
throughout the system. She is an adjunct faculty member at Johns Hopkins University 
where she teaches The GT/LD Learner course. Rose is serving as an appointed 
member by the state superintendent on the Maryland State Advisory Council for Gifted 
Education where she coordinates countywide services for 2e students, and is also a 
member of the Prince George’s County Advisory Council for Gifted Education.

Scott Beall, M.A. Ed.
Founder, Integral Vision Learning, and Brewster Public Schools
Scott Beall has worked as a teacher, college professor and independent educational 
consultant for the past 25 years. He holds a masters degree in math education from 
Stanford University, where he conducted research for his ground-breaking curricular 
publication integrating math and music:  Functional Melodies. His recent work has 
focused on curricular development in education for sustainability, integrating STEM 
disciplines into inquiry based project learning for grades 4-10. Mr. Beall has recently 
designed STEM programming for the Brewster Central School District and teaches his 
curriculum there to grades 6-8.
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George Delagrammatikas, Ph.D. 

Director of STEM Outreach and Associate Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering, The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Art and Science
 George Delagrammatikas joined Cooper Union’s Mechanical Engineering Department 
in September 2005 and has taught courses in design theory, thermodynamics, 
fluid mechanics, experimentation, internal combustion engines, and automotive 
engineering.  He has collaborated with multiple faculty members to develop hands-
on experiences that apply fundamental classroom knowledge to real-world problems. 
George first fostered his ‘hands-on’ approach to solving engineering challenges as an 
undergraduate researcher at MIT, where he helped design, analyze, fabricate, and race 
solar cars across America. At the same time, college internships allowed him to learn 
the automotive industry’s best practices at Ford Motor Company and Daihatsu Diesel 
Company. George earned an MSME and PhD from the University of Michigan where 
he researched the optimal design of advanced automotive powertrains.  He currently 
performs research in advanced combustion, electric vehicles, and hybrid electric 
powertrains.  George is currently the faculty advisor for the Cooper Motorsports Club 
which designs and builds racecars for the FormulaSAE competition.

Katharina Boser, Ph.D. 

Editor and Co-Director, STEAM Initiative at Glenelg Country School
Katharina Boser is a Developmental Cognitive Psychologist and Educator with a 
research background in language and processing; language acquisition and benefits 
of technology for learning in children with autism and other early learning/cognitive 
impairments. She is a school consultant for math/science technology integration for 
students of all different learning abilities. Katharina created DVDs to teach educators the 
neuropsychology of learning to understand 2e students. Katharina is a co-editor of the 
book Technology for Students with Autism and was an adjunct instructor of graduate 
course on the same topic at UMD. She began working at Glenelg Country upper and 
middle school as a technology coordinator in 2011, instructing students in robotics, 
computer science, and 3D printing. She is currently a STEAM initiative co-dIrector and 
Raspberry Pi certified educator.

Charles J. Glawe, M.D.

Clinical Assistant Professor, New York University School of Medicine
After receiving his Doctor of Medicine at the  University of Illinois, College of Medicine, 
Charles Glawe completed his residency in both General and Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry at New York University School of Medicine, where he served as Chief 
Resident.  A practicing adult, child and adolescent clinical psychiatrist, Dr. Glawe is 
the Unit Chief at the Bellevue Hospital Adolescent Psychiatry Service. Previously, 
Dr. Glawe was the Medical Director for the Administration for Children’s Services 
Mental Health Service. 
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Prudence Heisler, OTR/L
Co-Founder, Special Projects in Occupational Therapy (SPOTS)
Prudence Heisler graduated from the University of Melbourne, Australia and moved 
to New York City and in 1981. Prudence has specialized training in the evaluation and 
treatment of children with sensory processing disorders. She has also had extensive 
counseling experience in mental health programs for mothers, adolescents and 
children who have suffered trauma. She brings this sensitivity to her work with the 
children at SPOTS. She was trained and certified as a psychotherapist from The 
Manhattan Institute of Sociotherapy in 1979. She has an advanced Master’s Degree in 
Organizational Psychology from Columbia University. Prudence provides consultation 
services to many preschool programs in New York City in addition to her work as a 
clinician, evaluator and educator at SPOTS. She has been instrumental in developing 
the social competency group program in addition to the summer camp at SPOTS. 

Gail N. Herman, Ph.D.
Author, Creative Arts in Education Consultant and Past Chair, Arts 
Division, NAGC  
Gail Herman is a consultant for creative arts in education with an emphasis on talent 
development for underachieving students, especially those who are creative or show 
possible academic gifts but are unmotivated. Gail worked as a classroom teacher 
in New Jersey and New Hampshire, teaching first and second grades, gifted and 
academically challenged classes, and heterogeneous classes. She also served as the 
enrichment teacher/coordinator of a Schoolwide Enrichment program and was on the 
State Advisory Committee for G/T in Connecticut. Gail is a professional storyteller and 
teaching artist in residence. She is a life member of NAGC, NSN, and NAEYC. She writes 
grants and has published books and articles on creativity, art appreciation, storytelling, 
oral history, and learning kinesthetically. Gail teaches at UConn’s Confratute and is an 
adjunct for other universities. 

e2 TM

N e w s l e t t e r

Aimed squarely at the intersection of  
giftedness and  learning differences 

 z Published bi-monthly in PDF format
 z Approximately 24 information-

packed pages per issue
 z Articles, interviews, columns, 

conference coverage, book reviews, 
news from the 2e community

 z Visit www.2eNewsletter.com for 
sample issues and more
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Matt Lerner Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Psychology, Psychiatry, & Pediatrics, and Director, 
Social Competence and Treatment Lab, Stony Brook University
Matthew D. Lerner, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of Psychology, Psychiatry, and 
Pediatrics in the Department of Psychology at Stony Brook University, where he directs 
the Social Competence and Treatment Lab. He is the founding Director and current 
Research Director of the Spotlight Program at the Northeast Arc in Massachusetts, a 
year-round program for social competence and confidence development. Dr. Lerner’s 
research focuses on understanding emergence and “real world” implications of social 
problems in children and adolescents (especially those with ADHD and ASD), as well as 
development, evaluation, and dissemination of novel, evidence-based approaches for 
ameliorating those problems. He has published more than 50 peer-reviewed articles 
and book chapters, and serves on the Editorial Boards of the Journal of Autism and 
Developmental Disorders, the Journal of Clinical Child & Adolescent Psychology, 
the Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, and Behavior Therapy. Dr. Lerner 
has received grants and awards from numerous organizations including the National 
Institutes of Health, the Brain & Behavior Research Foundation, the Simons Foundation, 
the Medical Foundation, the American Psychological Association, the Society of Clinical 
Child and Adolescent Psychology, and the American Academy of Arts & Sciences. 
Most recently, he was a Finalist for the Director’s Early Independence Award at the 
National Institutes of Health, received a Biobehavioral Research Award for Innovative 
New Scientists (BRAINS) from the National Institute of Mental Health as well as Young 
Investigator Awards from the Brain & Behavior Research Foundation (NARSAD) and the 
International Society for Autism Research, and obtained the Rising Star designation 
from the Association for Psychological Science.

Vasco Lopes, PsyD 
Assistant Professor of Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry, 
Columbia University Medical School
Senior Clinical Psychologist, Columbia University Clinic for Anxiety and 
Related Disorders 
Vasco Lopes earned his doctorate in school psychology from St. John’s University in 
2011 and completed an APA-approved pre-doctoral internship at Andrus where he 
was part of a team which developed and lead the first school-wide PBIS program. Dr. 
Lopes went on to complete a clinical and research fellowship in the Pediatric Emotion 
Regulation Lab at Fordham University where he developed a specialization in diagnosing 
and treating children with severe emotional dysregulation. Dr. Lopes is certified in Parent 
Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT) and  has developed a long-term collaboration with 
schools in the community, and used evidence-based treatments to train teachers how 
to manage disruptive classroom behavior in at-risk students. Dr. Lopes has co-authored 
several publications, including a leading article in the American Journal of Psychiatry 
on a new child psychiatric disorder- Disruptive Mood Dysregulation Disorder. He has 
also published a research article on ADHD and disruptive behavior disorders in the 
Journal of Child and Adolescent Psychopharmacology and a book chapter on pediatric 
social phobia. 
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Paula McCreedy, OTR/L
Co-Founder, Special Projects in Occupational Therapy (SPOTS)
Paula McCreedy graduated from the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington. 
With her husband she moved to New York from New Orleans, Louisiana in 1985 to 
take a teaching position at New York University. Paula provides consultation to East 
River Child Development Center and continuing education seminars to other schools 
and agencies on a variety of topics, which include child development, strategies to 
improve children’s adaptive regulatory behaviors, social competence and handwriting 
skill development. She continues to work with OTs in the Metropolitan Occupational 
Therapy Academic Programs in research projects designed to contribute to evidenced 
based practice for children and families.

Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Psychology, St. John’s University
Lauren Moskowitz received her B.S. from Cornell University and her M.A. and Ph.D. 
in Clinical Psychology from Stony Brook University. She completed her internship at 
NYU Child Study Center and Bellevue Hospital and her postdoctoral fellowship at NYU 
Child Study Center. Her research focuses on behavioral assessment and intervention 
for children with autism spectrum disorders and other developmental disabilities (DD) 
in naturalistic contexts, intervention for parents of children with ASD and DD, and 
cognitive-behavioral therapy with children and adolescents.

Debbie Meringolo, MA, MS 

Associate Director, Infant/Toddler Team and Co-Director, RELATE at 
Children’s Evaluation and Rehabilitation Center (CERC), Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine 
Debbie Meringolo is a special educator and developmental specialist who has provided 
diagnostic evaluations and treatment for children with language and social difficulties 
and has participated in a variety research programs at CERC for over twenty years. 
Debbie obtained her BA from Queens College, her MA from Columbia University, 
Teacher’s College, and her MS from Yeshiva University. She also holds a NYS certificate 
as a School District Administrator, from Brooklyn College. Prior to her career at CERC, 
she worked for the NYC Department of Education as a special education teacher, 
teacher trainer and special education school supervisor. Meringolo co-directs Altogether 
Social and is a member of the Social Thinking™ Speakers Collaborative. It is in this 
capacity that she provides mentorship, coaching and ongoing professional development 
to The Quad Preparatory School.
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Terry W. Neu, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Education, Sacred Heart University
Terry Neu served as Co-Director of Project HIGH HOPES and has done extensive work 
with gifted students with disabilities, modifying the classroom environment for these 
students as well as developing a challenging Dually Differentiated Curriculum (DDC) to 
meet their unique needs. Terry was a secondary science teacher and history teacher 
for 7 years, four of which were spent working with secondary gifted and talented 
students. Terry’s research interests include science instruction, teaching strategies 
for gifted students with disabilities, the gifted with emotional or behavioral disorders, 
paleontology, bowhunting, and herpetology. Every spring, Terry leads a service learning 
delegation to Tierra Blanca, El Salvador where undergraduate students live and work 
along side campesinos in villages in need of support.

Daphne Pereles, M.S. 
Past Executive Director for Learning Supports at the Colorado Department 
of Education and Twice Exceptional Educational Consultant
Daphne Pereles is an educational consultant specializing in twice-exceptional and 
Multi-tiered Systems of Support (MTSS). Her 30+ year career has included positions 
as a teacher (general, special, and gifted education), district level special education/
gifted coordinator, and as the Executive Director for Learning Supports at the Colorado 
Department of Education. Her career has centered on students with disabilities and gifts 
and the development of more effective educational systems to support learning needs 
of all students. Daphne has published multiple articles on twice-exceptionality as well 
as response to intervention and MTSS, including “Teaching Exceptional Children,” and 
“Gifted Child Today.”  She is a member of the National 2e Community of Practice, a the 
Colorado Academy of Educators for the Gifted, Talented, and Creative, and a member of 
Council for Exceptional Children.

Owen Muir M.D.    
Clinical Instructor of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, NYU School of Medicine
Owen Muir, received his BA from Amherst College and completed his pre-med work 
at the City College of NY and was granted to his doctorate of medicine from the 
University of Rochester school of Medicine, where he was awarded the Benjamin Rush 
Prize for excellence in psychiatry. He is a board-certified adult psychiatrist completing 
residency in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry at the NYU School of Medicine. Dr. Muir 
completed training in mentalization-based treatment for adults at McLean hospital and 
mentalization based treatment for adolescents training at the Anna Freud Center in 
London, his practitioner level training at UCLA, and has received ongoing supervision 
through McLean Hospital. He has given numerous presentations on mentalization for 
staff at RCPC, locally and nationally, and credits his success as to his 8 years of improv 
comedy experience. Dr. Muir is also the co-director of a Brooklyn Minds, a private 
psychiatry practice in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.
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A proud sponsor of Breakthroughs 2017

Fanwood, NJ
 908.322.0554

New Haven, CT
203.628.4018

 www.flexschool.net

•  Classes taught by subject matter 
   experts trained in learning 
   challenges, executive functioning
   skills, and emotional support
•  Student/faculty ratio 4:1
•  Optional customized 1:1 with 
   Learning Specialist or LDTC
•  Minimized, relevant homework
•  Experiential learning
•  Liberal arts education in
   discussion-based classes
•  Safe atmosphere where students 
   can take academic risks
•  Welcoming student population
•  Cloud Classroom, live online 
   courses you can take from 
   anywhere.

Gifted and 2e Learning for Grades 5-12 and Post-Graduate

2estudycenter
at the quad

Disrupting Professional Silos and Disseminating 2e Practice

As The Academic Arm of 
The Quad Consortium, We:

• Develop and Evaluate Novel, Integrated Best Practice 

• Train 2e educators and clinicians in our 2e 
Certification Program 

• Disseminate 2e practices everywhere we can, 
including at our National Annual 2e Conference

Partner with individuals and organizations who wish to 
create a novel 2e learning environment

For more information, contact 2e Study Center 
Founder, Kimberly Busi, MD at

info@quadprep.org

Thank You to the 
Conference Committee

from Quad Prep

James Bromberg
Sarah Cottone
Hillary Glass

Michael Glass
Megan Maye

Sara Marentette
Eliana Pereyra
Rachel Pradilla
Ashley Riviere

Emily Vizza
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Intensive professional and humanistic studies  
amid the ultimate built environment | cooper.edu

THE COOPER UNION  
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE AND ART

Proud Sponsor of the 2017 Twice Exceptional Education Conference


