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Welcome to Breakthroughs in Twice Exceptional Education 2018, an annual, national conference 
devoted to twice-exceptional students. The name Breakthroughs was chosen intentionally – to reflect 
a new wave of 2e practice that intentionally breaks down professional silos and practice to redefine 
education and learning for twice exceptional students. Thus, Breakthroughs brings together clinicians, 
educators, providers, advocates, parents and twice-exceptional individuals to learn from each other and 
to enrich and disseminate practice.

We strongly believe that meaningful innovation is based on deep knowledge and practice in our respective 
areas of expertise. This year, Breakthroughs is co-presented by The 2e Study Center at The Quad and 
The Preparatory School. The choice of our annual conference partner, The Cooper Union for the 
Advancement of Science and Art, reflects the importance of community partnership and engagement.

Our conference program showcases the diverse knowledge and experience of our speakers. We invite 
you to stretch your practice and take advantage of the rich variety of expertise across disciplines.

Kristin Berman, Ph.D. 
Head of School
The Quad Preparatory School, and member of AEGUS Board

Kimberly Busi, M.D.
Founder and Executive Director
The Quad Preparatory School and 2e Study Center at The Quad

About Cooper Union

Founded by inventor, industrialist and philanthropist Peter Cooper in 1859, The Cooper Union for the Advancement 
of Science and Art offers education in art, architecture and engineering, as well as courses in the humanities and 
social sciences.

About The Quad Preparatory School

The Quad Preparatory School’s mission is to transform the lives of twice-exceptional students – gifted children with 
learning differences – by redefining the experience of school.  They serve twice-exceptional students in grades K-12 
in what they describe as an unparalleled and personalized model that fully integrates social and emotional learning 
with engaging academics. By teaching to the way each individual student learns. The Quad Preparatory School 
empowers students to rise to the level of their talents and go on to contribute to communities of excellence.

About the 2e Study Center at The Quad

The “professional academic” arm of the Quad Umbrella of organizations, the 2e Study Center develops and evaluates 
novel, integrated best practice for 2e students, trains 2e educators and clinicians in our 2e Certification Program, 
disseminates 2e practices “everywhere they can”, including at the national annual Breakthroughs in Twice-Exceptional 
Conference and partners with individuals and organizations who wish to create novel 2e learning environments.
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8:15am - 8:45am

Registration - Lobby

8:45am - 9:00am

Introductions - Rose Auditorium

Kristin Berman, Ph.D. and Kimberly Busi, M.D.

9:00am - 12:00am

1. Jeffrey Freed, MAT “Visual/Spatial 2e Learners” (institute 1) - Rose Auditorium

2. Susan Baum, Ph.D. and Kristin Berman, Ph.D. “Essential Strategies from Gifted Pedagogy for 2e 
Students” (institute 2)  - Room 101

12:00am - 1:pm

Lunch and Networking - Room LL101

1:00pm - 4:00pm

1. Susan Baum, Ph.D. and Kristin Berman, Ph.D. “Essential Strategies from Gifted Pedagogy for 2e 
Students” (institute 3) - Rose Auditorium

2. Kimberly Busi, M.D., Debbie Meringolo, M.A., M,S., Nancy Tarshis, M.A., CCC-SLP, Emily Vizza 
M.S., CCC-SLP, Melissa Malakoff, Psy.D. and Heather Goldman, Ph.D. “Essential Social and 
Emotional Strategies for Twice Exceptional Students in School” (institute 4) - Room 101

4:00pm - 4:15pm

Break

4:15pm - 5:30pm

Sally Reis, PhD “Talent Development as a Key to Success” (institute Keynote)  - Rose Auditorium

Thursday 
May 10, 2018
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7:45am - 8:15am

Registration

8:15am - 8:30am

Introductions - Rose Auditorium

8:30am - 9:30am

Opening Keynote - Rose Auditorium

Joseph Renzulli, Ed.D. “Incorporating Enrichment Opportunities into Curriculum” 

9:30am - 9:45am

Break

9:45am - 11:00am

Breakout Session 1 (75 mins)

1. George Delagrammatikas, Ph.D. “STEM-to-STEAM: A Project-Based Learning Environment to 
Design Thinking”- Rose Auditorium

2. Matthew Roth, Ph.D. “Sexuality in Teens with ASD”  - Room 101

3. Jeffrey Freed, MAT “  Visual/Spatial Learners”  - Room 104

4.  Susan Baum, Ph.D.  “Dual Differentiation and the 2e Learner”- Room 105

11:00am - 11:15am

Break

11:15am - 12:30am

Breakout Session 2 (75 mins)

1. Nancy Tarshis, M.A. CCC-SLP  “ Moving from ‘I Can’t Do This’ to ‘I Can’t Do This Yet” - 

Rose Auditorium

2. Nitasha Shetty, M.D. “ Clinical Guidelines to Treating ADHD, Mood Disorders, and Anxiety” - 

Room 101

3. Lois Baldwin, Ph.D. “ Assessing the Alternative Assignment” - Room 104

4. Kim Busi, M.D.  “Get it Right for 2e Learners and You Get it Right For All: Personalized Learning and 
Flexible Adaptation for Schools of the Future” - Room 105

12:30pm - 1:30pm

Lunch and Networking - Room LL101

1:30pm - 2:45pm

Breakout Session 3 (75 mins)

1. Kimberly Busi, M.D. & Kristin Berman, Ph.D, Carl Sabatino, M.A., Jacqui Byrne,  Leah Brzezinski, 
Ed.D., A ndrea Lein, Ph.D. “Panel of 2e School Leaders Across the Nation” - Rose Auditorium

2. Vasco Lopes, Psy.D.   “Evidence-Based Treatments for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder”- 
Room 101

3. Jeffrey Freed, MAT  “  Visual/Spatial 2e Learners” - Room 104

4. Gail Herman, Ph.D. “  Creating Literacy Depth and Complexity through Movement and Mime” 
- Room 105

2:45pm - 3:00pm

Break

3:00pm - 4:15pm

Special Screening of S WIM TEAM and Q & A with filmmaker Lara Stolman - Rose Auditorium

4:30pm - 6:00pm

Networking Cocktail Party Open to all Attendees

Friday 
May 11, 2018
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7:45am - 8:00am

Registration

8:00am - 8:15am

Introductions - Rose Auditorium

8:15am - 9:30am

Morning Keynote - Rose Auditorium

Nancy Tarshis, M.A., M.S., CCC-SLP  “ Why Do We Play?” 

9:30am - 9:45am

Break

9:45am - 11:00am

Breakout Session 1 (75 mins)

1. Lindsey Biel M .A., OTR/L,  “Practical Strategies for Managing Sensory Challenges” - Rose Auditorium

2. Lauren Moskowitz Ph.D. and Ali Mattu P h.D. “ Treating Anxiety in Children and Adolescents with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders” - Room 101

3. Scott Beall, M.A., Ed . “ Empowering Students Through Social Action”   - Room 104

4. Jenn Choi “ Assistive Technology for 2e Learners”- Room 105

11:00am - 11:15am

Break

11:15am - 12:30am

Breakout Session 2 (75 mins)

1. Lindsey Biel M .A., OTR/L  “Sensory Smart Self-Care Strategies”  - Rose Auditorium

2. Debbie Meringolo, M.A., M.S.   “W hy Are Reading and Writing So Difficult? Literacy Strategies With 
Social Cognitive Challenges” - Room 101

3. Lisa Zaretsky  CSW, LMSW NYS Certified Teacher &  Melissa Sornik  LCSW, 
“Understanding and Meeting the Needs of 2e Parents: A Systems Approach to Clinical Practice”- 
Room 104

4. Julie Skolnick M .A., J.D. “ Cycle for Success: How Parents, Educators, Clinicians can Bring Out the 
Best and Raise Self Esteem in 2e Kids” - Room 105

12:30pm - 1:30pm

Lunch and Networking - Room LL101

1:30pm - 2:45pm

Breakout Session 3 (75 mins)

1. Susan Baum, Ph.D.  “Dual differentiation and the 2e learner” - Rose Auditorium

2. Robin Schader, Ph.D. “ Strategies for Nurturing the Growth of 2e Children” - Room 101

3. Kristin Berman, Ph.D. “ Unwrapping Creativity” - Room 104

4. Gail Herman, Ph.D. “ Creating Literacy Depth and Complexity through Movement and Mime” 
- Room 105

2:45pm - 3:00pm

Break

3:00pm - 4:15pm

Closing Keynote - Rose Auditorium

Jonathan Mooney  “ Re-Drawing The Lines: Neurodiversity  A Compass to a Changing World” 

Saturday 
May 12, 2018
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Presentation Descriptions

“Empowering Students Through Social Action”
By: Scott Beall, M.A., Ed. 
75 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A 
In this session Mr. Beall presents a curricular framework for the DoRight Leadership Corps (DLC), 
a project-based interdisciplinary curricular program for middle and high schools students that 
integrates academic skill development with real world action projects.  Emphasis is placed on 
youth activism and empowerment to build capacity as change agents and entrepreneurs; to 
help students cultivate a sense of purpose and develop the confidence and skills to act on that 
purpose. DLC provides variable pathways for students to pursue, from acting as sustainability 
consultants to local businesses, to civic and political action, to public relations, education and 
outreach initiatives. This session will explore case studies in various DLC applications, efficacy 
data and student learning outcomes, adaptation strategies for various academic teaching 
contexts, and cross sector value for greening communities, educating citizens about sustainability, 
improving educational practice, and motivating youth toward academics and community and 
civic engagement.  Participants will devise 1 lesson plan using curricular resources to apply the 
materials presented in the session to any subject area classroom in grades 6-12. Practitioner 
evidence includes student products, pre and post assessments, and assorted case studies.

“Assessing the Alternative Assignment”
By: Lois Baldwin, Ph.D.
75 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A
Most educational assessments are paper and pencil tasks.  Many twice-exceptional students 
have difficulty with this type of assessment. This workshop will present how teachers can 
alternately assess through project based, hands-on types of activities and learnings. Participants 
will list 2 different methods of assessment, write 2 curriculum outcomes, and develop 1 evaluative 
rubric. Practitioner Evidence will be projects and assessments done with other 2e students. Lois 
Baldwin is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice Exceptional: Supporting and Educating 
Bright and Creative Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman which will 
be sold outside of the session at Breakthroughs Conference 2018

“Dual differentiation and the 2e learner”
By: Susan Baum, Ph.D.
75 Minutes

Skill Building Workshop 
This session will offer practical strategies for working  with students who have two sets of 
paradoxical needs. Participants will describe the paradoxical needs of the 2e learner and be able 
to implement strategies in dually differentiating curriculum and instruction. Practitioner evidence 
is from years of research based strategies for use with 2e students.

Susan Baum is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice Exceptional: Supporting and Educating Bright and Creative 

Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman which will be sold at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 

outside of this talk.
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“Essential Strategies of Gifted Pedagogy from Working Twice 
Exceptional Schools”
By: Susan Baum, Ph.D. and Kristin Berman Ph.D.

Presentation w/ Q & A
Twice Exceptional Students need a very unique pedagogical approach to engage their advanced 
cognitive abilities while also helping them to develop and build their skills that can become 
overwhelming if not addressed. Gifted education offers many processes and strategies that 
often are not considered when remediating weaknesses becomes a priority. This session will 
present a variety of examples from working 2e schools of how dual differentiation, strength 
based learning, authentic projects, and problem based learning can be adapted in a setting that 
follows the needs of the twice exceptional child. Participants will list 2 strategies that have 
proven to be successful with 2e children in working schools, explain how working on skills 
alone will not serve the needs of 2e students, and provide 2 examples of how basic skills can be 
nurtured when engagement in advanced and interest based curriculum captures the 2e learner.

Dr. Berman is employed by The Quad Preparatory School.  The Quad Preparatory School has contributed to the conference 

by donating staff time to manage and promote the event. Kristin Berman is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice 

Exceptional: Supporting and Educating Bright and Creative Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman 

which will be sold at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 outside of this lecture.

“Empowering Students Through Social Action”
By: Scott Beall, M.A., Ed. 
75 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A 
In this session Mr. Beall presents a curricular framework for the DoRight Leadership Corps (DLC), 
a project-based interdisciplinary curricular program for middle and high schools students that 
integrates academic skill development with real world action projects.  Emphasis is placed on 
youth activism and empowerment to build capacity as change agents and entrepreneurs; to 
help students cultivate a sense of purpose and develop the confidence and skills to act on that 
purpose. DLC provides variable pathways for students to pursue, from acting as sustainability 
consultants to local businesses, to civic and political action, to public relations, education and 
outreach initiatives. This session will explore case studies in various DLC applications, efficacy 
data and student learning outcomes, adaptation strategies for various academic teaching 
contexts, and cross sector value for greening communities, educating citizens about sustainability, 
improving educational practice, and motivating youth toward academics and community and 
civic engagement.  Participants will devise 1 lesson plan using curricular resources to apply the 
materials presented in the session to any subject area classroom in grades 6-12. Practitioner 
evidence includes student products, pre and post assessments, and assorted case studies.

“Dual differentiation and the 2e learner”
By: Susan Baum, Ph.D.
75 Minutes

Skill Building Workshop 
This session will offer practical strategies for working  with students who have two sets of 
paradoxical needs. Participants will describe the paradoxical needs of the 2e learner and be able 
to implement strategies in dually differentiating curriculum and instruction. Practitioner evidence 
is from years of research based strategies for use with 2e students.

Susan Baum is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice Exceptional: Supporting and Educating Bright and Creative 

Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman which will be sold at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 

outside of this talk.

“Unwrapping Creativity”
By: Kristin Berman Ph.D.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q & A
In this session participants will gain a toolbox of strategies that will exercise the kind of thinking 
that nurtures creativity and can transfer to problem solving and productive outcomes. Participants 
will practice the strategies and learn how to use them with students, families, employees, and 
yourself. Resources will be shared for continued practice and exploration.  The sky’s the limit! 
Participants will list 2 creative strategies presented in the session and briefly explain 3 ways 
creativity can be nurtured and assessed. Research from Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed 
Methods Studies: Seminal studies from the Torrance Test of Creativity to the Wallas Model of 
the Creative Process.

Dr. Berman is employed by The Quad Preparatory School.  The Quad Preparatory School has contributed to the conference 

by donating staff time to manage and promote the event. Kristin Berman is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice 

Exceptional: Supporting and Educating Bright and Creative Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman 

which will be sold at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 outside of this lecture.

“Practical Strategies for Managing Sensory Challenges”
By: Lindsey Biel, OTR/L
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q & A
This session will provide practical strategies for managing sensory challenges which can 
interfere with function at home, school, and elsewhere. Participants will List 2 ways sensory 
challenges impact on daily function and devise two strategies to cope with noise, touch, 
movement, sights, taste and smell sensitivities. Practitioner evidence is from clinical expertise 
and scientific research.

Lindsey Biel is the co-author of Raising a Sensory Smart Child: The Definitive Handbook for Helping Your Child with Sensory 

Integration Issues and author of Sensory Processing Challenges: Effective Clinical Work with Kids & Teens, available for 

purchase at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 outside of this session.
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“Sensory Smart Self-Care Strategies”
By: Lindsey Biel, OTR/L
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q & A
Many children struggle with self-care tasks like brushing teeth, grooming, nail care, bathing and 
dressing. This session will provide essential insights and “sensory smart” strategies. Participants 
will list 4 underlying sensory, motor, and psycho-emotional underpinnings and explain 3 ways 
to use an analytic framework to implement solutions. Practitioner evidence on this talk is based 
on clinical expertise and scientific research.

Lindsey Biel is the co-author of Raising a Sensory Smart Child: The Definitive Handbook for Helping Your Child with Sensory 

Integration Issues and author of Sensory Processing Challenges: Effective Clinical Work with Kids & Teens, available for 

purchase at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 outside of this session.

“Get it Right for 2e Learners and You Get it Right For All: Personalized 
Learning and Flexible Adaptation For Schools of The Future”
By: Kimberly Busi, M.D.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q & A
Dr. Busi described the innovative features of a new way of teaching Twice Exceptional Students 
in the model she created for The Quad programs. Incorporating practices both in and out of
the fields of medicine and education, and perfecting them with twice-exceptional learners, Dr. 
Busi believes the impact of these features and practices could serve as a catalyst for educational
reform for all learners. Participants will detail 2 novel educational practices for 2e students and 
list 2 practices and systems that can be incorporated in teaching. The presentation will include 
data about innovative practices developed in fields inside & outside of education.

Dr. Busi is employed by The Quad Preparatory School. The Quad Preparatory School has contributed to the conference by 
donating staff time to manage and promote the event. Dr. Busi is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice Exceptional: 
Supporting and Educating Bright and Creative Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman which will
be available for sale at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 outside of this session.
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“Insights from Twice Exceptional School Leaders from Across the Nation”
Participants:  
    ● Kimberly Busi, M.D. & Kristin Berman, Ph.D, The Quad Preparatory School, New York City  
    ● Carl Sabatino, M.A., Bridges Academy, California        
    ●	 Jacqui Byrne, FlexSchool, New Jersey & Connecticut
     ●	 Leah Brzezinski, Ed.D., Arete Academy, Minnesota
     ●	 Andrea Lein, Ph.D., John Dewey Academy, Massachusetts 
75 Minutes 

Panel 
In the Breakout Session, a panel of 2e/2e friendly school leaders from various disciplines will 
each describe features of their schools’ model.  Participants from the audience will be able to 
ask questions and receive advice about 2e education from early leaders in the 2e field. Participants 
will detail 2 different approaches to educating 2e students from early leaders in the field, name 
3 common features that have been shown to work in the various schools, and delineate 2 
practices that can be implemented in their own practice. The level of evidence presented from 
this talk is that of practitioner Evidence.

Dr. Busi and Dr. Berman are employed by The Quad Preparatory School.  The Quad Preparatory School has contributed to 

the conference by donating staff time to manage and promote the event. Kristin Berman and Kim Busi are co-authors of a 

chapter, and Carl Sabatino is an author of a chapter in the book Twice Exceptional: Supporting and Educating Bright and 

Creative Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman which will be sold at Breakthroughs Conference 

2018 outside of this session.

“Essential Social and Emotional Strategies for Twice Exceptional Students 
in School”
Co-Presenters: Kimberly Busi, M.D., Heather Goldman, Ph.D., Melissa Malakoff, Psy.D, 
Debbie Meringolo, M.A., M.S., Nancy Tarshis, MS, CCC-SLP, and  Emily Vizza MS 
CCC-SLP
Thursday Institute-3 hrs 

Skill Building Workshop
In this 3-hour Skill-Building Institute, participants will learn about social and emotional 
frameworks and strategies that are essential for working with Twice Exceptional Children.  Using 
an overall, strengths-based, positive psychology foundation and evidence-based behavioral 
supports as scaffolding “branches”, participants learn to build out the skills or  “leaves” to create 
a comprehensive set of tools to support the social and emotional development of Twice-
Exceptional children.  Participants will name 4 foundational framework, behavioral scaffold and 
“essential” skills to be taught to Twice-Exceptional Students, list 5 tools to identify their student’s 
strengths and reframe symptoms as learning differences that require deliberate skill-building, 
contrast 5 differences between behaviorally based “social skills building” and an approaches 
that focus on building social cognitive ability, and delineate a basic structure of teaching problem 
solving skills with student buy-in that can be used as a method for all social-emotional skill 
building. Research from Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed Methods Studies comes from 
practitioner evidence.

Dr. Busi, Emily Vizza, and Melissa Malakoff are employed by The Quad Preparatory School.  The Quad Preparatory School has contributed to 

the conference by donating staff time to manage and promote the event. Dr. Heather Goldman is a paid consultant to The Quad Manhattan 

and serves on the Board of The Quad Prep School. Nancy Tarshis an author and trainer for the Social Thinking Speaker and Training 

Collaborative. Some of the work presented is related to that but the work of many other authors and methodologies will also be presented.
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“Assistive Technology for 2e Learners”
By: Jenn Choi
75 Minutes 

Skill Building Workshop
Students who are challenged by dyslexia, dysgraphia, and executive functioning difficulties 
often find schoolwork an insurmountable task.  Learning about assistive technology and the 
accommodations required to make these tools successful is critical for student productivity. 
Attendees will learn about various tech tools and related accommodations that support students 
with dyslexia and dysgraphia. Participants will List 4 factors explaining the importance AT, 
describe 5 tools available for reading and writing, and detail 5 ways to implement methods daily 
learning. Practitioner evidence includes real life examples, in-class demonstrations.

“STEM to STEAM: A Project-Based Learning Environment to Design Thinking”
By: George Delagrammatikas, Ph.D.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q & A
This presentation will discuss the challenges and opportunities observed during the Summer 
STEM experience.  Examples of the different projects will be detailed and recommendations for 
incorporating these methods to out-of-school-time enrichment programs will be offered. 
Participants will detail 5 points from the intervention frameworks from NYC landscape study, 
explain the data collection technique; survey results, and describe 5 student outcome analysis 
methodologies. Research from Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed Methods Studies include 
survey data; landscape study; description of pedagogical interventions.

“Visual/Spatial Learners”
By: Jeffrey Freed, MAT
Pre-Conference Institute-3 hrs and Breakout Session 75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q & A
The sessions will focus on techniques that have proven to work with visual learners and people 
on the spectrum. Participants will discuss 5 techniques that work with 2e learners and list 3 
techniques for visual learners. Practitioner evidence include actual results based on 30 years of 
practice and observation. 

He is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice Exceptional: Supporting and Educating Bright 
and Creative Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman which will be 
sold at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 outside of this session.
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“Creating Literacy Depth and Complexity through Movement and Mime”
By: Gail N. Herman, Ph.D.
75 Minutes 

Skill Building Workshop
Transforming ideas from text to kinesthetic medium helps 2e students express themselves in 
alternative ways. Engagement often leads to motivation. Participants will name 2 Movement 
tableau strategies for depth and complexity, explain 4 steps in the Rondo form (chant and 
movement) for book discussions, and list 2 ways to incorporate Mime-movement strategies for 
writing. Practitioner Evidence includes movement strategies support in-depth literacy 
discussions, and imagination & kinesthetic expression.

Herman will receive honorarium for speaking at Breakthroughs 2018.

.
“Evidence-Based Treatments for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder”
By: Vasco Lopes, Psy.D.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q and A
This topic will focus on ADHD and the typical and subtle ways in which it can impact a child’s 
functioning. It will also discuss the ways in which parents and teachers can help support 
challenges that stem from their child’s ADHD.  Participants will describe 5  ADHD symptoms.
Delineate 5 executive functioning issues and list 4 ways to support and scaffold demands for 
children. Practitioner Evidence includes evidence-based treatment approaches from the CBT 
literature.

Lopes is an expert consultant for MedicaSafe.

“Why is it so hard to understand what I listen to or read?”
By: Debbie Meringolo, M.A., M.S.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q and A
Why is it so difficult for students with social cognitive challenges to understand what they read? 
The competencies associated with making meaning of what you listen to or read are the same 
ones that impact our students’ social learning process. There is a direct through line from the 
factors that impact social learning to the means required to derive an understanding from what 
is read.  Therefore, just as we advocate a strategy-based approach for teaching social information 
to our students, we must also advance strategy-based methodologies for teaching reading and 
listening comprehension skills to these same students. In this presentation, you will learn a 
variety of strategies you can immediately use to support listening and reading comprehension 
skills.  You will develop a deeper understanding of the link between social learning and the 
multifaceted role that language and executive function plays in listening and reading. Armed 
with this information, you will be better able to support your student’s literacy development. 
Participants will list 5 comprehension strategies for students with social cognitive challenges 
and summarize 4 factors that impact listening & reading comprehension. Practitioner evidence 
is from experience working with the 2e student population for the past 25 + years.
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“Re-Drawing The Lines: Neurodiversity A Compass to a Changing World”
By: Jonathan Mooney
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q and A
Welcome to a new world, where the good kid doesn’t sit still. A world where some of the 
smartest kids in the class don’t read well or don’t read at all. A world where the popular kids 
don’t make eye contact, don’t shake hands, and definitely don’t back slap. In this world, these 
kids enjoy academic success and personal fulfillment at places like the MIT Media Lab and MET 
High School in Providence, Rhode Island, one of the top charter schools in the country. Then, 
they go on to run companies in Silicon Valley, New York and Tokyo. Unlike ever before, this 
century proves their cognitive differences are more than “quirks” – they are the groundwork for 
innovative ideas and skills to solve problems most of us wouldn’t anticipate. Think Google. Jet 
Blue. Apple. By embracing the beautiful, bizarre realities of neuro-diversity – the idea that we 
are all special snowflakes – as essential components of a healthy vibrant culture, we can propel 
students not only to better participate in, but seize the changing world where the digital brain 
rivals the text-oriented and a design oriented economy replaces a manufacturing base. Mooney 
brings to life neuro-diversity: the research behind it, the people who live in it, and the lessons 
it has for all of us who care about the future of education. In this lecture, Jonathan takes the 
audience to life in high schools organized around the principles of video gaming and visual 
culture. He transports the audience to snow-bound strip malls in Sweden where a software 
design company has decided to only hire people with Asperger’s syndrome—not as charity, but 
because this company believes programmers with Asperger’s make superior employees. 
“Re-drawing the lines” blends research and human interest stories with concrete tips that 
parents, students, teachers, and administrators can follow to transform learning environments 
and create a world that truly celebrates cognitive diversity.  Participants will define 5 student 
needs in the 21st century to think and to learn and to be successful and list 5 ways to prepare 
students and implement frameworks that best support their academic and professional pursuits. 
Evidence presented comes from clinical expertise. His books, “The Short Bus” and “Learning 
Outside the Lines” will be available for purchase outside of this talk. 

“Treating Anxiety in Children and Adolescents with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders”
By: Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D., Ali Mattu Ph.D.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q and A
This presentation will discuss how anxiety presents in ASD, its functional assessment, and its 
treatment, including strategies from CBT, ABA, and PBS. Although there are numerous studies 
demonstrating successful treatment of anxiety in neurotypical populations, less is known about 
how to assess and treat anxiety in Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This presentation will 
discuss how anxiety presents within ASD, its functional assessment, and its treatment. 
Interventions discussed will include strategies from cognitive behavioral therapy, applied 
behavior analysis, and positive behavior support. Case studies of both individuals with and 
without intellectual disability will be presented. Participants will delineate 6 ways presentation, 
assessment, and treatment of anxiety in youth with ASD differs from neurotypical youth with 
anxiety. Research from Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed Methods Studies will present with 
evidence from Lauren Moskowitz’ research and clinical experience.
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“Talent Development as a Key to Success”
By: Sally Reis, Ph.D.
75 Minutes 
Institute Evening Keynote- 45 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A
Much of Reis’ work has been in the area of strength-based education for the twice exceptional, 
and she has discovered that education methods good for 2e students are good for all students. 
Her approach includes:
 ●  Talent development and enrichment opportunities, the right types of which can change a    
child’s life
 ●  Extending the pedagogy of gifted education to twice-exceptional students to make learning 
more effective and enjoyable
 ●  Creative and joyful teaching to increase achievement.

Reis believes that schools should be places for talent development, and she asserts, “The most 
important predictor of success is early development of interests, task commitment, and learned 
reaction to challenge.” For 2e students, Reis says she dreams of a time when every IEP for every 
2e student will have a talent development goal included. She comes to the field of twice 
exceptional children not only with a wealth of research based knowledge, but from the 
experience of being a parent of a 2e child. Participants will describe 52E student characteristics, 
list 3  ways to stimulate their interests, detail 3 ways to engage 2E students- Enrichment Triad 
Model, and develop a plan to implement the Schoolwide Enrichment Model. Research from 
Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed Methods Studies includes research conducted by the 
Presenter on 2E students and the Schoolwide Enrichment Model in 4 decades.

“Incorporating Enrichment Opportunities into Curriculum” (Opening 
Keynote)
By:  Joseph Renzulli, Ed.D., Professor Emeritus, Neag School of Education, University 
of Connecticut
Keynote - 60 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A
Content, process, product: All these components that make up curriculum can be infused with 
enrichment opportunities that will give meaning and add life to any curriculum.  Joe Renzulli’s 
life work has developed ways for teachers to look at content through the lens of interest and 
talents, process from the perspective of how things are done in the real world, and product as 
something that makes a difference in someone else’s life.  Joe will share experiences and 
examples of what enrichment means, and the power it has to inspire and elevate any classroom.  
Participants will delineate 5 characteristics of enriched curriculum, and list 5 methods of giving 
students real life experiences that give meaning to the curriculum.  

“Sexuality in Teens with ASD”
By: Matthew Roth, Ph.D. 
75 Minutes 

Skill Building Workshop
To outline the specific challenges teens with ASD face during adolescence, specifically with 
sexuality development. Participants will identify 5 teen’s strengths and areas of weakness and 
list 4 strategies to aid sexuality development. Practitioner evidence presented comes from 
research from the field as well as qualitative data from clinician led interventions.
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“Strategies for Nurturing the Growth of 2e Children”
By: Robin Schader, Ph.D.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q and A
This workshop will provide strategies for parents to better understand how they can best support 
cognitive, social, and emotional growth in their child. They will begin to shift their focus from “fixing” 
what appears to be wrong with their child to a healthy recognition of what might be possible and 
enjoyable. Participants will define 5 basic elements of talent development, develop 5 ways to identify/
support strengths, interests, and abilities, and describe 5 ways to develop conversations and 
questions. Practitioner evidence from research, as well as experience will be presented.

Robin Schader is a co-author of a chapter in the book Twice Exceptional: Supporting and Educating Bright and Creative 
Students with Learning Difficulties Edited by Scott Barry Kaufman which will be sold at Breakthroughs Conference 2018 
outside of this session. 

“Cycle for Success: How Parents, Educators and Clinicians can Bring Out 
the Best and Raise Self Esteem in 2e kids”
By: Julie Skolnick, M.A., J.D.
75 Minutes 

Presentation with Q and A
The objective of this presentation is to empower parents, educators and clinicians to bring out the 
best and raise self-esteem in twice exceptional kids through an understanding of the 2e person’s 
inner experience, through strategies that are immediately applicable for parents and educators, and 
through advocacy steps necessary to encourage the adults in these kids’ lives to implement best 
practices. Participants will learn about the 2e profile including asynchronous development, 
perfectionism/anxiety and intensities (OEs). We will review common issues parents and educators of 
2e children experience as well as common challenges (lagging skills) and challenging moments 
(unsolved problems) that tend to trip up our 2e kids. With this framework in mind we will discuss 
durable strategies for parents and educators, how to get the child’s buy in for these strategies to be 
most effective and advocacy skills necessary when circling the wagons of adults around these children 
to bring out the best and raise their self-esteem. Julie’s “Cycle for Success” which includes a deep 
understanding, durable strategies and collaborative advocacy will be taught. Specifically, regarding 
strategies, Julie will deeply dive into the categories as set forth in her trademarked acronym “P-R-A-
I-S-E” standing for 1 Personal Connection, 2. Reframe, 3. Anticipate, 4. Incentives/Choices, 5. Sense of 
Humor and 6. Exercise to describe and role play strategies within these categories. Participants will list 
5 elements of the 2e profile, detail 4 strategies for incorporating the child’s buy-in, and delineate 4 
collaborative and meaningful advocacy steps. Research from Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed 
Methods will include both qualitative research and practitioner evidence. 

“Why Do We Play?”
By: Nancy Tarshis M.A., M.S., CCC/SLP
Keynote-45 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A
Research tells us that play is a proven platform for creating strong problem solvers and flexible 
thinkers. And, without even realizing, through play children are learning additional crucial tools 
that will help them be better at collaboration, stronger readers and more resilient. Therefore, 
the question is not why do we play; but how can we not play? Participants will list 5 developmental 
norms of play, detail 5 parallel mental processes of play/ reading comprehension, and delineate 
3 challenges to collaborative play. Research from Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed Methods 
Studies with evidence from the literature, professional practice and clinical anecdotes will be 
presented.

Nancy Tarshis an author and trainer for the Social thinking Speaker and Training Collaborative. 
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“Moving from ‘I can’t do this’ to ‘I can’t do this yet?”
By: Nancy Tarshis M.A., M.S., CCC/SLP
75 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A
All children with social learning and other learning challenges confront greater stress than the 
everyday kind we all experience. Teaching better perspective taking, stronger executive functioning 
and self-regulation, as well as better problem solving will help them to be more resilient. Learning 
coping skills and strategies and developing the ability to self-regulate in difficult circumstances is the 
foundation of resilience. Kids with social, learning, and communication challenges become so upset 
when difficulties arise because they fear they cannot solve their problems, don’t possess strategies 
for problem solving, or don’t know they have skills for creating solutions. Teaching the upside of 
stress and underpinnings of growth mindset, while shifting the lens from “I can’t do this” to “I can’t do 
this yet” is the focus of this valuable workshop. Participants will describe 3 elements of a resilient view 
and how that impacts development and learning, list 4 developmental aspects of resilience, detail 4 
key strategies to help children be better problem solvers, and learn how the key vocabulary and 
concepts of social thinking help children develop a stronger sense of self and a more resilient view 
of themselves as a learner and as a person.  Recent literature and clinical experience will be presented.

Nancy Tarshis an author and trainer for the Social Thinking Speaker and Training Collaborative. 

“Clinical Guidelines to Treating ADHD, Mood Disorders, and Anxiety?”
By: Nitasha Shetty, M.D.
75 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A
This presentation will seek to provide peer-reviewed evidence regarding Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder, Mood Disorders, and Anxiety Disorders to guide a discussion of clinical 
guidelines to treatment. I will present information regarding clinical situations that warrant evidence 
based psychotherapy, medication management, or both. I will provide information regarding 
special clinical circumstances which might require more specialized attention. Participants will 
detail 4 Evidence-based treatment approaches to psychiatric disorders affecting children and list 4 
factors to determine when to consult with a child and adolescent psychiatrist. Research from 
Quantitative, Qualitative, or Mixed Methods Studies from major RCT’s pertaining to child and 
adolescent psychiatry, practice parameters, clinical expertise will be presented.

“Understanding and Meeting the Needs of 2e Parents: A Systems Approach 
to Clinical Practice”
By: Lisa Zaretsky CSW, LMSW, and Melissa Sornik LCSW 
75 Minutes

Presentation with Q and A
The needs of 2e parents are largely overlooked and understudied. The impacts resulting from the 
challenges 2e parents face are typically misunderstood and undertreated. Additionally, many parents 
begin to recognize and self-identify their own 2e characteristics, bringing to light their own 
asynchrony and struggles. Dealing with their 2e child’s asynchronous development, gifts/talents, 
disabilities, and untreated trauma have a critical destabilizing influence on parents’ relationships, 
co-parenting, and family dynamics in general. Often, 2e parents don’t know how to seek educational, 
social-emotional, and mental health resources to support their child or themselves. Further, their 
sociocultural identities play a role in how 2e parents recognize and react to their child’s twice 
exceptionality. This presentation will highlight the empirically supported and continuous development 
toward improved understanding and implementation of clinical practice for 2e parents, with 
supports and treatment plans that are informed by sound integrative conceptual models.
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PRE-CONFERENCE INSTITUTE KEYNOTE
Sally Reis, Ph.D.
Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, Neag School of Education, University of Connecticut

Sally Reis is the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, a Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor, 
and a Teaching Fellow in Educational Psychology at the University of Connecticut. She currently 
holds the Letitia Neag Chair in Educational Psychology. She was a public school teacher and 
administrator for 15 years, prior to her work at UConn. She has authored more than 250 articles, 
books, book chapters, monographs and technical reports. She has traveled extensively across 
the country conducting workshops and providing professional development for school districts 
on enrichment programs and gender equity programs. Sally serves on the editorial board of 
the Gifted Child Quarterly, and is a past-president of The National Association for Gifted Chil-
dren. She is a fellow of the American Psychological Association and was named a Distinguished 
Scholar of the National Association for Gifted Children.

May 10
 (evening)

Speaker Biographies
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OPENING KEYNOTE
Joe Renzulli, Ed.D.
Professor Emeritus, Neag School of Education, University of Connecticut

Dr. Joseph S. Renzulli is a leader and pioneer in gifted education and applying the pedagogy 
of gifted education teaching strategies to all students. The American Psychological Association 
named him among the 25 most influential psychologists in the world. He received the Harold 
W. McGraw, Jr. Award for Innovation in Education, considered by many to be “the Nobel” for 
educators, and was a consultant to the White House Task Force on Education of the Gifted and 
Talented. His work on the Three Ring Conception of Giftedness, the Enrichment Triad Model 
and curriculum compacting and differentiation were pioneering efforts in the 1970s, and he has 
contributed hundreds of books, book chapters, articles, and monographs to the professional 
literature, many of which have been translated to other languages. Dr. has received more than 
$50 million in research grants and several million dollars of additional funding for professional 
development and service projects.
 
Dr. Renzulli established UConn’s annual Confratute Program with fellow Educational Psychol-
ogy Professor Sally Reis. This summer institute on enrichment-based differentiated teaching 
has served more than 35,000 teachers from around the world since 1978. Dr. Renzulli also es-
tablished the UConn Mentor Connection, a summer program that enables high-potential high 
school students to work side by side with leading scientists, historians, and artists and other 
leading edge university researchers. He is also the founder along with Dr. Reis of the Joseph S. 
Renzulli Gifted and Talented Academy in Hartford, Connecticut which has become a model for 
local and national urban school reform for high potential/low income students.
 
His most recent work is an online personalized learning program that provides profiles of each 
student’s academic strengths, interests, learning styles, and preferred modes of expression. This 
unique program also has a search engine that matches multiply coded resources with student 
profiles. Teachers also use the program to select and infuse high engagement enrichment ac-
tivities into any and all standardized curriculum topics.

SPECIAL SCREENING: SWIM TEAM 
Lara Stolman  
Producer & Director, SWIMTEAM 

Lara is an award-winning producer and director of television and film. Her work has appeared 
on PBS, NBC, MSNBC, TLC, AMC, VH-1 and The New York Times’ website. For Swim Team, her 
first feature documentary film, she was named an IFP Documentary Lab Fellow, awarded the 
New York Women in Film and Television Loreen Arbus Disability Awareness grant and was pro-
vided funding from the Aetna Foundation, Easterseals and the Karma Foundation among others.

May 11 

May 11
 (evening)
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KEYNOTE
Nancy Tarshis, M.A., CCC-SLP
Supervisor of Speech and Language Services at Children’s Evaluation 
and Rehabilitation Center at Montefiore

Nancy Tarshis is a speech-language pathologist with an extensive background in working with 
children and their parents. She has a Master of Arts in Education of the Deaf and a Master of 
Science in Speech/Language Pathology, both from Teachers College, Columbia University. She 
is supervisor of Speech and Language Services at Children’s Evaluation and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter at Montefiore. Currently, she supervises seven SLPs, lectures to medical residents and psy-
chology interns, participates in research, serves as adjunct instructor at New York area graduate 
schools and continues to maintain a clinical practice seeing patients birth to 21 for diagnoses/
treatment. She is a consultant to two New York City schools on social emotional learning. She 
has extensive experience with a variety of treatment methodologies including Social Thinking.  
She is the co-author of their early learner curriculum, We Thinkers Volume 1 and 2 (formerly 
“The Incredible Flexible You.”) Nancy serves on the professional advisory boards of the Child-
hood Apraxia of Speech Association of North America and the Quad Prep. 

May 12
 (morning)
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CLOSING KEYNOTE
Jonathan Mooney

Jonathan Mooney is a writer and learning activist who did not learn to read until he was 12 years 
old. He is a graduate of Brown University’s class of 2000 and holds an honors degree in English 
Literature. Jonathan has spent his entire professional career as a social entrepreneur developing 
organizations, programs, and initiatives to improve the lives of marginalized groups. In 1997, as an 
undergraduate at Brown University, Jonathan co-founded Project Eye-To-Eye, a non-profit advo-
cacy organization for students with learning differences.  As the founding president and Executive 
Director, Jonathan grew the organization from an undergraduate project conceived in his dorm 
room into a national organization, which currently has 38 chapters in 20 states working with over 
10,000 parents, educators, and students.  Jonathan has also worked extensively to create career 
and college pathways to move low-income youth and adults out of poverty creating the Los An-
geles Energy pathway program; The Urban Teacher Fellowship; and the Promo Pathway, an ini-
tiative Vice President Al Gore called “a model for moving at-risk youth into the creative economy.”

With the publication of Learning Outside The Lines (now in its 18th printing) when he was 23, 
Jonathan has established himself as one of the foremost leaders in the neurodiversity and learn-
ing revolution.  His second book, The Short Bus: A Journey Beyond Normal was published in the 
spring of 2007 to outstanding reviews in The New York Times Book Review, The Los Angeles 
Times, The Chicago Tribune and many other national publications. Both books are considered 
foundational texts in the disability rights movement, the inclusive education movement, and the 
learning revolution and are used in undergraduate and graduate program at universities and col-
leges across the country including Harvard’s Graduate School of Education and Teachers College, 
Columbia University.

Jonathan’s work has been widely recognized for its innovation and social impact.  In 1999, Jona-
than was selected as a Harry S. Truman Scholar for Public Service. In 2000, Jonathan was selected 
as a finalist for the Rhodes Scholarship. In 2002, the LD Access Foundation recognized his work 
for students with disabilities with the Golden Advocacy award. Previous honorees include David 
Boies, Judith Rodin, former President of The University of Pennsylvania, and former New Jersey 
Governor Thomas H. Kean; and In 2008 Jonathan’s social impact work was recognized by the 
Lab School of Washington where he shared the stage with the Vice President of the United States, 
Joseph Biden.
 
Jonathan is a highly sought after speaker on neurodiversity, education reform, the learning 
revolution, and creating college and career pathways for at risk youth. He has lectured in 43 
states and three countries.  He has been featured and quoted in/on The New York Times, The 
Los Angeles Times, The Chicago Tribune, USA Today, HBO, NPR, ABC News, New York Maga-
zine, The Washington Post, and The Boston Globe. 

May 12
 (evening)
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Breakout Speakers

Lois Baldwin, Ed.D.
President and Co-Founder AEGUS
Lois Baldwin was a supervisor and Principal of Special Education for the Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services of Southern Westchester in White Plains, New York. She 
directed, supervised, and provided comprehensive educational and support services for 
students in grades 1-12 who have average or above average/gifted intelligence and are 
learning disabled and/or emotionally disturbed. In addition, she supervised a wide variety 
of special education services, coordinated staff development for the Special Services 
Center, and coordinated mainstream efforts with public school administrators and staff. 
Lois received her doctorate in gifted, special education, and educational administration 
from Teachers College at Columbia University. She is a member of NAGC, AGATE, CEC, 

Susan Baum, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, The College of New Rochelle
Susan Baum, Ph.D. is co-director of the International Center for Talent Development and 
Director of the National Institute for 2E Research and Development at Bridges Academy. 
An international consultant, Susan is published in a multitude of books, chapters, and 
articles in the areas of twice-exceptional students, primary-aged gifted students, social 
and emotional factors affecting gifted students, and multiple intelligences. She served 
on the Board of Directors of the National Association for Gifted Children and is past 
president and co-founder of AEGUS. 

Scott Beall, M.A. Ed.
Founder, Integral Vision Learning, and Brewster Public Schools
Scott Beall has worked as a teacher, college professor and independent educational 
consultant for the past 25 years. He holds a masters degree in math education from 
Stanford University, where he conducted research for his ground-breaking curricular 
publication integrating math and music:  Functional Melodies. His recent work has focused 
on curricular development in education for sustainability, integrating STEM disciplines 
into inquiry based project learning for grades 4-10. Mr. Beall has recently designed STEM 
programming for the Brewster Central School District and teaches his curriculum there 
to grades 6-8.
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Kristin Berman Ph.D.
Head of School, The Quad Preparatory School
Kristin Berman assumed the position of Head of School at The Quad Preparatory School 
in June 2016 after serving as Associate Professor of Education in the Graduate School at 
The College of New Rochelle in New Rochelle, NY for 15 years. Dr. Berman’s academic 
work focused on differentiated curriculum and instruction, enhanced teaching methods 
in diverse classroom settings, gifted education, and arts integration in content areas.    Dr. 
Berman has also taught in elementary and middle school classrooms for over twenty 
years, and later served as Director of Enrichment and Talent Development in New York 
City Public Schools implementing initiatives for gifted students in a district of 47,000 
students. She has been a speaker, consultant, and professional developer for teachers, 
administrators, and parents both throughout the United States, and in Asia, Europe, 
Middle East, Latin America, and Africa.  She served on the Advisory Committee for the 
Development of Education for All Students for the Bhutan Foundation, and worked 
extensively with Bhutanese educators and policy makers on developing special education 
for the country. Dr. Berman is on the Board of The Association for the Education of Gifted 
Underachieving Students and has counseled parents and teachers on the unique needs 
of children who are both gifted and have specific learning differences.  She has a broad 
background in the performing arts and is a faculty trainer for Lincoln Center Institute’s 
Aesthetic Education methodology.  She has authored publications on various aspects 
of arts integration and creativity.  Research projects have included several federal Javits’ 
grant awards focusing on strength-based teaching and schoolwide enrichment, as well 
as program evaluations for arts and gifted programs in private, public, and community 
institutions. She has also written curriculum for gifted programs for both public and 
private schools using an integrated framework of science and humanities. 

Lindsey Biel, M.A., OTR/L
Occupational therapist in NYC and coauthor of Raising a Sensory Smart 
Child, foreword by Temple Grandin.
Lindsey Biel is a pediatric occupational therapist based in Manhattan, where she evaluates 
and treats children, adolescents, and young adults with sensory processing issues, 
developmental delays, autism spectrum disorders, and other developmental challenges. 
Lindsey specializes in remediating fine and gross motor delays, visual perceptual skill 
development, enhancing daily living skills, and improving sensory processing issues. She 
also helps families and schools to make simple modifications at home and school to 
enhance a child’s ability to play, learn, and thrive. Lindsey is also the author of Sensory 
Processing Challenges: Effective Clinical Work with Kids & Teens, published by W.W. 
Norton Mental Health in 2014. She writes articles for both professional and parenting 
publications and is the co-creator of the Sensory Processing Master Class DVD program 
along with Drs. Brock and Fernette Eide. She is a popular speaker, teaching workshops 
to parents, therapists, doctors, and others on practical solutions for developmental 
challenges and sensory strategies at home, school, and in the community.
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Kimberly Busi, M.D.
Founder and Director of The Quad Preparatory School and The Quad 
Manhattan
Kim Busi is the Founder and Director of The Quad Preparatory School and The Quad 
Manhattan, a Psychiatrist in private practice in Lower Manhattan and a former Clinical 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at the NYU School of Medicine. She left her faculty 
appointment in 2009 to found The Quad Manhattan. She received her Medical Degree 
from the Brown University School of Medicine in 1997. After completing a year’s training 
in Pediatrics at the New York Hospital-Weill Medical Center, Dr. Busi finished her residency 
training in Psychiatry at the NYU School of Medicine in 2001.  At NYU, Dr. Busi designed 
curriculum, taught and supervised residents. She served on the Curriculum Committee 
for the Department of Psychiatry, and as the Director of Education for the NYU/Bellevue 
Program for Survivors of Torture, a not-for-profit multidisciplinary treatment center within 
the Bellevue Hospital Center.  Best of all, she is the mother of two wonderful boys, 16 and 
12. 

Jenn Choi 
CEO, Jenn Choi Solutions
Jenn Choi is a speaker, writer, and trainer in the areas of assistive technology and children 
with disabilities. Deriving from her experiences in journalism, youth services, and raising 
2 twice-exceptional children, Jenn has become an expert in helping children increase 
access to their education through the use of technology. She has covered educational 
toys at Forbes.com and at her blog, Toys As Tools. She also assists students in areas that 
challenge students once barriers are removed by technology such as expository writing 

and executive functioning. 
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George Delagrammatikas, Ph.D. 
Director of STEM Outreach and Associate Professor of Mechanical Engi-
neering, 
The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Art and Science
 George Delagrammatikas joined Cooper Union’s Mechanical Engineering Department 
in September 2005 and has taught courses in design theory, thermodynamics, fluid 
mechanics, experimentation, internal combustion engines, and automotive engineering.  
He has collaborated with multiple faculty members to develop hands-on experiences that 
apply fundamental classroom knowledge to real-world problems. George first fostered his 
‘hands-on’ approach to solving engineering challenges as an undergraduate researcher 
at MIT, where he helped design, analyze, fabricate, and race solar cars across America. 
At the same time, college internships allowed him to learn the automotive industry’s 
best practices at Ford Motor Company and Daihatsu Diesel Company. George earned 
an MSME and PhD from the University of Michigan where he researched the optimal 
design of advanced automotive powertrains.  He currently performs research in advanced 
combustion, electric vehicles, and hybrid electric powertrains.  George is currently the 
faculty advisor for the Cooper Motorsports Club which designs and builds racecars for 
the FormulaSAE competition.

Jeffrey Freed, MAT
Speaker & Author: “Right-Brained Children in a Left-Brained World”
Since 1987, Freed has worked as an educational therapist and consultant. He exclusively 
tutors ADD and gifted children and currently sees approximately 50 students per week. 
In addition, Freed delivers in-service programs to educators on effectively teaching 
right-brained and ADD learners. From 1985-1987, Freed was an instructor at Red Rocks 
Community College in Lakewood, Colorado, and Arapahoe Community College in Littleon, 
Colorado. He worked with visual learners to help them pass the graduate equivalency 
diploma (GED) exam. From 1971-1975, Freed taught sixth through ninth grades in two 
public schools in Philadelphia- John Whanamaker Junior High and John Paul Jones Junior 
High. He taught social studies, English, and physical education. Freed earned a Bachelor of 
Science in education from Temple University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1971. He also 
earned a Master of Arts in Teaching from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff in 1977, 
where he graduated first in his class.

Heather Goldman, Ph.D. 

Childhood Psychologist, Supervising Psychologist. The Quad Manhattan
 r. Heather Goldman has been the Supervising Clinical Psychologist for The Quad 
Manhattan since its inception in 2010. She has over 10 years experience coordinating 
school-based mental health programs, running her own private practice in New York City 
and Westchester County and serving as a school psychologist at 2 schools, one that serves 
2E children. She additionally teaches and is experienced in running clinical trials. Heather 
is the Program Director for The Quad Manhattan’s Psychosocial Internship Program and 
serves on the board of directors at The Quad Prep School. She directs all after school 
programs and provides professional insight to ALL Quad Manhattan programming by 
supervising several interns and staff members in working with the children.
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Melissa Malakoff, Psy.D. 
Founding Chief Psychologist and Director, Psychology and Education 
Training
Dr. Melissa Malakoff is a licensed clinical psychologist.  She holds an undergraduate 
degree in psychology and sociology from Duke University and a doctoral degree in clinical 
psychology from the California School of Professional Psychology.  Dr. Malakoff began 
working at The Quad Preparatory School in 2014 as the Founding Psychologist, and she 
enjoys overseeing the intern training program.  She has extensive experience in a variety 
of clinical, school based, and research settings.  Dr. Malakoff also conducts individual and 
group therapy at a private practice in Brooklyn.  She is a bilingual clinician and is fluent in 
Spanish.

Vasco Lopes, Psy.D. 
Assistant Professor of Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry, 
Columbia University Medical School
Senior Clinical Psychologist, Columbia University Clinic for Anxiety and 
Related Disorders 
Vasco Lopes earned his doctorate in school psychology from St. John’s University in 2011 
and completed an APA-approved pre-doctoral internship at Andrus where he was part of 
a team which developed and lead the first school-wide PBIS program. Dr. Lopes went on 
to complete a clinical and research fellowship in the Pediatric Emotion Regulation Lab 
at Fordham University where he developed a specialization in diagnosing and treating 
children with severe emotional dysregulation. Dr. Lopes is certified in Parent Child 
Interaction Therapy (PCIT) and  has developed a long-term collaboration with schools in 
the community, and used evidence-based treatments to train teachers how to manage 
disruptive classroom behavior in at-risk students. Dr. Lopes has co-authored several 
publications, including a leading article in the American Journal of Psychiatry on a new 
child psychiatric disorder- Disruptive Mood Dysregulation Disorder. He has also published 
a research article on ADHD and disruptive behavior disorders in the Journal of Child and 
Adolescent Psychopharmacology and a book chapter on pediatric social phobia. 

Gail N. Herman, Ph.D.
Author, Creative Arts in Education Consultant and Past Chair, Arts Division, 
NAGC  
Gail Herman is a consultant for creative arts in education with an emphasis on talent 
development for underachieving students, especially those who are creative or show 
possible academic gifts but are unmotivated. Gail worked as a classroom teacher in New 
Jersey and New Hampshire, teaching first and second grades, gifted and academically 
challenged classes, and heterogeneous classes. She also served as the enrichment 
teacher/coordinator of a Schoolwide Enrichment program and was on the State Advisory 
Committee for G/T in Connecticut. Gail is a professional storyteller and teaching artist 
in residence. She is a life member of NAGC, NSN, and NAEYC. She writes grants and has 
published books and articles on creativity, art appreciation, storytelling, oral history, and 
learning kinesthetically. Gail teaches at UConn’s Confratute and is an adjunct for other 
universities. 
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Debbie Meringolo, M.A., M.S. 
Associate Director, Infant/Toddler Team and Co-Director, RELATE at 
Children’s Evaluation and Rehabilitation Center (CERC), Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine 
Debbie Meringolo is a special educator and developmental specialist who has provided 
diagnostic evaluations and treatment for children with language and social difficulties and 
has participated in a variety research programs at CERC for over twenty years. Debbie 
obtained her BA from Queens College, her MA from Columbia University, Teacher’s College, 
and her MS from Yeshiva University. She also holds a NYS certificate as a School District 
Administrator, from Brooklyn College. Prior to her career at CERC, she worked for the 
NYC Department of Education as a special education teacher, teacher trainer and special 
education school supervisor. Meringolo co-directs Altogether Social and is a member of the 
Social Thinking™ Speakers Collaborative. It is in this capacity that she provides mentorship, 

coaching and ongoing professional development to The Quad Preparatory School.

Lauren Moskowitz, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Psychology, St. John’s University
Lauren Moskowitz received her B.S. from Cornell University and her M.A. and Ph.D. in 
Clinical Psychology from Stony Brook University. She completed her internship at NYU 
Child Study Center and Bellevue Hospital and her postdoctoral fellowship at NYU Child 
Study Center. Her research focuses on behavioral assessment and intervention for children 
with autism spectrum disorders and other developmental disabilities (DD) in naturalistic 
contexts, intervention for parents of children with ASD and DD, and cognitive-behavioral 
therapy with children and adolescents.

Ali Mattu, Ph.D.
Assistant professor at the Columbia University Medical Center
Dr. Ali Mattu is a clinical psychologist who specializes in the treatment of anxiety and 
body-focused repetitive behaviors (trichotillomania/hair-pulling disorder and excoriation/
skin-picking disorder). He aspires to bring psychology to everyone, everywhere by hosting 
THE PSYCH SHOW, writing about the psychology of science fiction at Brain Knows Better, 
presenting to the public, and advocating for the brain and behavior sciences through 
the American Psychological Association.  Dr. Mattu is a faculty member at the Columbia 
University Clinic for Anxiety and Related Disorders. He received his B.A. from the University 
of California, Los Angeles where he majored in psychology and minored in Asian American 
studies. Dr. Mattu received his Ph.D. in clinical psychology from The Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C. He completed a doctoral internship at the Bellevue Hospital 
Center and a post-doctoral fellowship at the NYU Langone Medical Center’s Child Study 
Center. Dr. Mattu is known as a “forward thinker” in the field of psychology and was named 

one of The Mighty’s mental health heroes of 2015. 
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Robin Schader, Ph.D.
Trustee, Bridges Academy
Robin Schader received her Ph.D. in Gifted and Talented Education from the University 
of Connecticut, where she was an Assistant Research Professor. Her work and research 
focus on talent development, particularly with respect to the role of parents. Dr. Schader 
served as Parent Resource Specialist for the National Association for Gifted Children 
(NAGC) for ten years. She has been invited to speak at numerous state and national 
conferences including NAGC, National PTA, and National HeadStart. Before graduate 
school, she founded and directed Music House, a non-profit “home away from home” for 
exceptionally talented pre-college music students from around the world who needed to 
live near the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. She has served on the boards of several 
public and private institutions, including the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, the 
Neag School of Education Advisory Board, the Berkshire Hills Music Academy, the Butte 
Valley, California, Public School Board, and Apple Computer’s National Dealer Advisory 
Board (she owned and operated an independent Apple dealership for 15 years prior to 
graduate school). Currently Robin is a trustee of Bridges Academy, a school for twice-
exceptional students, as well as on the executive board of the 2e Center for Research and 
Professional Development.

Matthew Roth, Ph.D.
Milestones Psychology
Dr. Roth is trained on a number of evidence-based treatments for individuals with ASD and 
specializes in the topic of sexuality. Roth takes a collaborative approach to therapy, working 
with a child’s support network in developing treatment goals and plans. He is trained in 
the behavioral psychology tradition, in a number of evidence-based treatments across 
ages and clinical presentations, including applied behavior analysis, cognitive behavioral 
therapy, parent management training, parent-child interaction therapy, and mindfulness 
based strategies. He commonly works with families with presenting with concerns of 
anxiety, emotion dysregulation, and disruptive and oppositional behavior. His philosophy 
in therapy is to capitalize on a child’s strengths while developing skills in areas of need. Roth 
provides assessment in the cognitive, academic, and socio-emotional domains. In addition 
to his training in general child and adolescent clinical psychology, Roth has a number of 
years of training and experience working with individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
across the lifespan. Additionally, he is trained in Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule 
(ADOS), the gold standard in assessing Autism Spectrum Disorder. I have developed an 
understanding of how Autism Spectrum Disorder overlaps and differs with conditions 
such as Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorders, and am able to provide families with 
diagnostic clarification. Finally, I have an interest in sociosexuality development in Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and helping individuals transition into adolescence and adulthood. I 
have developed a treatment manual focusing on the specific challenges adolescents with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder face during this time in development. 
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Julie Skolnick, M.A., J.D.
Founder, With Understanding Comes Calm
Julie Skolnick, is the founder of With Understanding Comes Calm, providing compassionate 
guidance and strategies for parents and educators of 2e children, and mentoring 2e 
adults. Secretary to the Maryland Superintendent’s Gifted and Talented Advisory Council. 
SENG Maryland liaison. SMPG facilitator. Member of the NAGC Simultaneous Supports 
Committee. Member of the Advisory Council for “The G Word.” Trained at the 2e Center 
to use Learning Print for 2e students’ education. A frequent speaker and prolific writer 
publishing the monthly Newsletter, “Gifted & Distractible,” Julie is also the mother of three 
twice exceptional children who keep her on her toes and uproariously laughing.

Nitasha Shetty, M.D.
Instructor, Columbia University Medical Center, CUCARD (Columbia 
University Center for Anxiety and Related Disorders)
Nitasha Shetty MD, is an Instructor in Psychiatry at Columbia University Medical Center. 
She also serves as a staff psychiatrist in the Columbia University Clinic for Anxiety- Related 
Disorders (CUCARD) at Columbus Circle. Dr. Shetty specializes in the assessment and 
treatment of anxiety, mood disorders, and post-traumatic stress disorder across the 
lifespan. Her clinical interests include providing evidence based trauma-informed care to 
children and families, providing culturally-sensitive treatment to individuals from varied 
backgrounds, and collaborating to provide mental health treatment of individuals coping 
with chronic medical conditions. Dr. Shetty received her B.A. from Columbia University. 
She received her M.D. from the University of Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences. Her Psychiatry Residency training was completed at Yale University, where 
she subsequently worked as a clinical faculty member before completing her Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship training at New York Presbyterian Hospital (Columbia 
and Cornell Medical Centers). Dr. Shetty has received specialized training in several 
empirically supported treatments, including: Trauma-focused Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy, Cognitive Processing Therapy for PTSD, Alternatives for Families CBT, CBT 
for Anxiety and Depression, Psychodynamic Psychotherapy, as well as training in the 
assessment of Autism Spectrum Disorders.
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Melissa Sornik, LCSW
The Practice of Melissa Sornik, PLLC 
Melissa Sornik is the co-founder and president of Twice Exceptional Children’s Advocacy, 
Inc. and has been working with gifted and twice exceptional (2e) children and their 
families since 2003.  A licensed clinician, Melissa earned her masters degree in social work 
from Fordham University with a specialization in children and families. She has developed 
programs for 2e children and adolescents, facilitated professional development sessions 
for the Achilles Project for 2e college students at Nassau Community College, has authored 
several articles on the subject of twice exceptionality, and has conducted lectures and 
parent workshops at local school districts and national conferences. Melissa has served 
on district and county Special Education Parent Teacher Association (SEPTA) boards and 
is a member of the Long Island Progressive Education Alliance. She has been a parent 
education workshop facilitator for Ramapo Training, conducting workshops focused on 
behavior management, social skills and relationship building for children with ASD and 
other special needs, and facilitates professional development workshops for Ramapo 
staff. Melissa is a SENG SMPG certified parent support group facilitator. She is an adjunct 
professor at Molloy College in Rockville Centre, NY where she teaches undergraduate 
social work students a systems approach to working with children with special needs and 
their families. Melissa is also the former director for admissions and outreach at a school 
for gifted and 2e learners in NYC.  She resides in Sea Cliff, New York where she maintains 
her private practice. Melissa has raised her own twice exceptional child. 

Emily Vizza, M.S., CCC-SLP
Founding Supervising Speech and Language Pathologist, Director of 
Related Services 
Emily Vizza received her Master of Science in Communicative Sciences and Disorders 
from New York University and her Bachelor of Arts in the same field from Michigan State 
University with a specialization in Bioethics and Humanities. She holds certification from 
the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) and New York State licensure 
in speech-language pathology, and obtained New York State Teacher Certification in 
Speech and Language Disabilities (TSSLD). Emily has trained with members of the Social 
Thinking® Training and Speakers Collaborative, who also provide ongoing coaching 
and consultative services to The Quad Prep team. Emily joined The Quad in the fall of 
2014 at the beginning of the school’s first full year and has since been involved in the 
development of the integrated social-emotional curriculum, supervision of participants 
in the Certificate in Meeting the Needs of Twice-Exceptional Children program, and 
serves on the admissions and accreditation committees. Emily is also an Adjunct Clinical 
Supervisor in the Department of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology at Hunter 
College. 
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Lisa Zaretsky CSW, LMSW
Clinician and Consultant, The Private Practice of Melissa Sornik LCSW 
PLLC
Lisa Zaretsky is a NYS licensed social worker and certified teacher in special education, 
reading education and elementary education. She specializes in gifted, twice exceptional, 
and special needs students and their families. A practitioner in the practice of Melissa 
Sornik, LCSW  PLLC Lisa also volunteers her time and expertise to Twice Exceptional 
Children’s Advocacy, Inc. (TECA), Brooklyn Free School, and her local community where 
she spearheads three forums a year for special needs families and multidisciplinary 
professionals through her school district’s local Special Education Parent Teacher 
Association (SEPTA) chapter. Lisa provides professional development and parent workshops 
on the subject of 2e, cognitive diversity, social emotional development, assessment tools, 
and compassionate parenting. A central tenet of her work is identifying and expanding 
best practices within the education and mental health systems. Lisa has presented at 
numerous national conferences and on a variety of panels. She is a contributing writer 
for the upcoming book, Auditory Processing Disorders: Assessment, Management, and 
Treatment 3rd Edition, authored by the renowned expert in APD, Dr. Donna Geffner 
(November 2017). She is currently developing 2e screening assessments. Lisa is the mother 
of three twice exceptional children. 

Leah Brzezinski, Ed.D.
Founder/Executive Director, Arette Academy
Leah Brzezinski was born in New York, went to college and graduate school in Florida, and 
has been living in Minnesota for the past 18 years. She has a BS in elementary education, 
an MS in speech language pathology, and an EdD in child and youth leadership with a 
focus on special education. She has worked with children and adults in various settings, 
including schools, hospitals, and clinics. Her last position was the coordinator of the 
Autism Clinic and diagnostician at the University of Minnesota. She was home for 10 years 
raising her five children who were born in Korea and joined her family through adoption. 
During those 10 years, she volunteered at the University of Minnesota and events related to 
adoption. She has also volunteered with children from low socioeconomic backgrounds 
and with special needs in the U.S., South Korea, and Costa Rica. In 2014, Leah founded 
Arete Academy, a school for twice-exceptional learners. The school was inspired by 
her two amazing sons, both of whom are twice-exceptional. Leah hopes to share her 
love of animals, nature, music, and different cultures and languages with the students as 
the executive director at Arete Academy. She hopes Arete Academy will provide bright 
students who learn differently an educational environment where they can reach their 
fullest potential.

Panel of 2e Leaders
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Kristin Berman, Ph.D 
Head of School: The Quad Preparatory School
Kristin Berman assumed the position of Head of School at The Quad Preparatory School in June 
2016 after serving as Associate Professor of Education in the Graduate School at The College of New 
Rochelle in New Rochelle, NY for 15 years.  Dr. Berman’s academic work focused on differentiated 
curriculum and instruction, enhanced teaching methods in diverse classroom settings, gifted 
education, and arts integration in content areas.    Dr. Berman has also taught in elementary and 
middle school classrooms for over twenty years, and later served as Director of Enrichment and 
Talent Development in New York City Public Schools implementing initiatives for gifted students 
in a district of 47,000 students. She has been a speaker, consultant, and professional developer 
for teachers, administrators, and parents both throughout the United States, and in Asia, Europe, 
Middle East, Latin America, and Africa.  She served on the Advisory Committee for the Development 
of Education for All Students for the Bhutan Foundation, and worked extensively with Bhutanese 
educators and policy makers on developing special education for the country. Dr. Berman is on the 
Board of The Association for the Education of Gifted Underachieving Students and has counseled 
parents and teachers on the unique needs of children who are both gifted and have specific 
learning differences.  She has a broad background in the performing arts and is a faculty trainer 
for Lincoln Center Institute’s Aesthetic Education methodology.  She has authored publications on 
various aspects of arts integration and creativity.  Research projects have included several federal 
Javits’ grant awards focusing on strength-based teaching and schoolwide enrichment, as well as 
program evaluations for arts and gifted programs in private, public, and community institutions. 
She has also written curriculum for gifted programs for both public and private schools using an 
integrated framework of science and humanities. 

Andrea Lein, Ph.D, M.Ed.
Head of School, Primary Clinician, John Dewey Academy
With a Ph.D., Clinical & School Psychology, and M.Ed., Educational Psychology (Gifted and 
Talented track), University of Virginia; B.S., Old Dominion University Lein has 15 years of 
clinical experience including psychological assessment; crisis management; and individual, 
group, and family treatment with children, adolescents, and adults. She has provided 
mental health services in outpatient, inpatient, and school settings. Her research experience 
includes: National Research Center for the Gifted and Talented. Lein’s specialties are meeting 
the needs of gifted, creative, and “twice-exceptional” learners; talent development; positive 
psychology; mindfulness-based approaches including DBT. Previously served as Clinician, 
Dean of Students & Dean of Academics at the John Dewey Academy 2007-2014. Since 2016.

Jacqui Byrne
Founder & Head of School, FlexSchool
Jacqui is the visionary behind FlexSchool, a learning network for gifted and 2e students. She loves 
all of the creative, quirky, asynchronous minds and figuring out how to reach each child is very 
satisfying to her. Jacqui has deep experience in education, teaching, counseling and writing. She 
is the co-founder of the widely respected Ivy Ed college preparation and counseling firm. Jacqui 
developed her own verbal test prep curriculum and also wrote a test prep book for McGraw-Hill. 
She is an acknowledged expert in education: training school district guidance counselors, speaking 
at college parent nights throughout New Jersey and presenting at professional conferences. Prior 
to founding Ivy Ed, she taught creative writing to gifted students at Milton Academy, completed 
an operations management training program on Wall Street, and started a boutique marketing 
company. Jacqui earned a B.A. from Yale and has children who are twice-exceptional and gifted.
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Kimberly Busi, M.D.
Founder and Director of The Quad Preparatory School and The Quad 
Manhattan
Kim Busi is the Founder and Director of The Quad Preparatory School and The Quad Manhattan, 
a Psychiatrist in private practice in Lower Manhattan and a former Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Psychiatry at the NYU School of Medicine. She left her faculty appointment in 2009 to 
found The Quad Manhattan. She received her Medical Degree from the Brown University 
School of Medicine in 1997. After completing a year’s training in Pediatrics at the New York 
Hospital-Weill Medical Center, Dr. Busi finished her residency training in Psychiatry at the NYU 
School of Medicine in 2001.  At NYU, Dr. Busi designed curriculum, taught and supervised 
residents. She served on the Curriculum Committee for the Department of Psychiatry, and as 
the Director of Education for the NYU/Bellevue Program for Survivors of Torture, a not-for-
profit multidisciplinary treatment center within the Bellevue Hospital Center.  Best of all, she 
is the mother of two wonderful boys, 16 and 12. 

Carl Sabatino, M.A.
Head of School: Bridges Academy 
Carl Sabatino has served as the Head of School at Bridges Academy since 2005. Prior to 
that, Carl was Head of the Upper School at Lawrence Woodmere Academy in Woodmere, 
N.Y., on Long Island.
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Thank You to the 
Conference Committee

from Quad Prep

Kim Busi, M,D., 
Kristin Berman, Ph.D., 

Erin Baniaga, 
Ashley Riviere,
Brigid Mitchel, 
Megan Maye, 

Anastacia (Stacey) Kurylo

Special thanks to Debbie Goldman
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